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Phenom Alcaraz completes career Slam

The Spaniard surpasses compatriot Nadal as the youngest to achieve the rare feat in the Open era and denies the 38-year-old Djokovic a

chance to win a record 25th Major crown; the top seed takes control of the contest after the 10-time champion clinches the opening set

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

arlos Alcaraz swept
C past Novak Djokov-

ic to win his first
Australian Open on Sun-
day and become the youn-
gest man to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam, denying
the Serbian great an un-
precedented 25th Major.

The Spaniard was impe-
rious after a slow start in
dismissing the 38-year-old,
2-6, 6-2, 6-3, 7-5 on Rod
Laver Arena to claim a se-
venth Slam title and ce-
ment himself as undisput-
ed World No. 1.

In doing so, he became
the youngest man in the
Open era to win all four
Majors, adding to his two
titles each from Wimble-
don and the French and
US Opens.

At 22, he surpassed le-

Day 15in numbers

Djokovic and Nadal
(Roland-Garros
2010-2012) and
trailing only the

By 11 by Nadaland

il Federer (Roland-

pl Garros 2005 to US
Open 2007)

2 Since the
inaugural
ATP Tour season
in 1990, Alcaraz
(86) has taken
the fewest
tournaments to

1Alcaraz (22y 258d) is the youngest man | those defeats have come against Alcaraz
win 25 titles

to complete the Career Grand Slam, (Wimbledon 2023 and Australian Open 2026)
and the sixth man to achieve the feat (after
Laver, Agassi, Federer, Nadal and Djokovic) Alcaraz and
Djokovic have
the biggest age
gap (15y 349d)
among men’s
finalists at the
Melbourne
Major

COMPILED BY ANIRUDH VELAMURI

Alcaraz is the second Spaniard to win
the Melb crown after his childhood
The Spaniard is now the youngest man | idol Nadal (2009, 2022)
to win seven Majors, breaking Borg’s
record who won his seventh Slam just days
after turning 23

Alcaraz has beaten Djokovic in all three
Major finals they contested

Alcaraz and Sinner have won the last nine
Grand Slams, matching the dominance of

Djokovic is 16-4 in Major finals
after winning the first set. Two of

gendary countryman Ra-
fael Nadal - in the crowd
to witness the feat — who
was two years older when

he did the same.

“It’s an honour to be
here in Melbourne every
year,” said Alcaraz. “Job

finished. Four out of four
complete.”

It was a first defeat for
Djokovic in a Melbourne fi-

nal, having won all 10 pre-
viously, leaving him still
searching for a landmark
25th Major to better Aus-
tralia’s Margaret Court,
who was also watching on
centre court.

After battling through
five sets in the semifinals,
both showed few signs of
fatigue in another gladiato-
rial contest.

They opened with com-
fortable holds before a
double fault and netted fo-
rehand presented the first
break point chance for
Djokovic at 2-1. Alcaraz
saved it, but the aggressive
fourth seed kept pressing
and converted on his
third, then consolidated
for a 4-1lead.

He claimed the set in 33
minutes after a ninth un-
forced error from the top
seed, having dominated
the big moments.

It was vintage Djokovic,
but Alcaraz came storming
back, upping the tempo to

break for 2-1 in the second
set.

Djokovic put drops in
his eyes and began rub-
bing them, unable to tame
a now rampant Alcaraz
who broke again for 5-2.

There were some sensa-
tional rallies that had the
crowd on their feet in set
three, which went with
serve until  Djokovic
slapped a forehand wide
under pressure to slip 2-3
behind. He gamely saved
four set points at 3-5 but
with his energy levels
dropping was unable to
save a fifth as the Spaniard
took control.

On the back foot, Djo-
kovic then saved six break
points in an 1l-minute
opening service game in
set four to stay alive and
kept fighting hard. But Al-
caraz ground him down
and pounced as Djokovic
served to stay in the match
to seal a maiden triumph
in Melbourne.

Phenom Alcaraz completes career Slam

HARRIS o HRAT Feldt 0 v

The Spaniard surpasses compatriot Nadal as the youngest to achieve the rare feat in the Open
era and denies the 38-year-old Djokovic a chance to win a record 25th Major crown; the top
seed takes control of the contest after the 10-time champion clinches the opening set

waferer f&emst & 3itaer ot 3 I gorer 3uatey g1l e aTe WaW a1 fBast & T 7 39 gATAT
A3 1 fid 213 o 3ilv 38 avffy Sifaw i Rais 258 Aok Ra@ F Al Ad A, 10aR F
AgeT & eanTch e Sliaa F 415 <9 iz & FFHea W az=or # fa=m

e Carlos Alcaraz swept past Novak Djokovic to win his first Australian Open on Sunday and
become the youngest man to complete a career Grand Slam, denying the Serbian great an
unprecedented 25th Major.

FTAMH FAPRIS of JIAR T AR FPIAT T GIIHT 3T Tgell ATES fordsT 3T ST 3R
FREAT I3 T QU A ATer FIH AT GBN o1 10, Tl AfSars feaarst w1 33 qd 2597 AR
el e Tl

e The Spaniard was imperious after a slow start in dismissing the 38-year-old, 2-6, 6-2, 6-3, 7-

5 on Rod Laver Arena to claim a seventh Slam title and cement himself as undisputed World
No. 1.

el Q31T & dTe; Taferer RAeST Qe TgT 3R 38 affr I s da w1 W 2-6, 6-2, 6-3, 7-5
U ERThT 37T AT FAH RIS 3R ge, 1 [Afdare ae8 da3 1 & &9 & wiad |

¢ In doing so, he became the youngest man in the Open era to win all four Majors, adding to his
two titles each from Wimbledon and the French and US Opens.

QAT X §U T 3T 7 3 IR AR Sficted ATelr Tl Za G2 o111, forerat 35e Riaersar @y ar
3R T T JUH e § ar-ar e enfde £

e At 22, he surpassed legendary countryman Rafael Nadal — in the crowd to witness the feat
— who was two years older when he did the same.
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“It's an honour to be here in Melbourne every year,” said Alcaraz.

HAFRRIS o Hgl, ‘g ATl AT H AT gl TFATT HT a1 g1

It was a first defeat for Djokovic in a Melbourne final, having won all 10 previously, leaving
him still searching for a landmark 25th Major to better Australia’s Margaret Court, who was
also watching on centre court.

ITE HeldeT BISsTcl H SAIRITad ST Igell eR AT, 3egiel dgel o TIT 10 HIsaTdl i &, 5w ag 3@
& 3T for i ARRE FE (S Tex FIE W @ WY A1) F 3m9Y Aevor & fow 258 AR Hr TFarr
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PM Modi renames Adampur

airport after Guru Ravidas

JALANDHAR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday renamed
the Adampur airport in
Punjab’s Jalandhar district
as ‘Sri Guru Ravidas Ji’ Air-
port and virtually inaugu-
rated the civil terminal
building at Halwara Air-
port in Ludhiana.

Mr. Modi visited ‘Dera
Sach Khand Ballan’ at Bal-
lan village on ‘Ravidas
Jayanti’ on the occasion of
the 649th birth anniver-
sary of Guru Ravidas, the
revered saint and social re-
former. The Prime Minister
met Sant Niranjan Dass,
the head of Dera Sach
Khand Ballan, who was re-
cently conferred the Pad-
ma Shri.

“It is a matter of im-
mense honour and pride

cious occasion of Sant Ra-
vidass Jayanti, it has been
decided that the Adampur
Airport will now onwards
be known as Shri Guru Ra-
vidass Maharaj Ji Airport,”
he said, adding “It was a
very special feeling to be at
Dera Sachkhand Ballan on
the Jayanti of Shri Guru Ra-
vidass Maharaj Ji.”
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Prime Minister
highlighted how Punjab is
set to play a key role in In-
dia’s newly signed trade
deal with Europe. This
deal, he said, will open up
European markets for Pun-
jab’s hosiery, sports goods,
and other industries. Mr.
Modi urged Punjab’s busi-
ness leaders to focus on
producing high-quality In-
dian products for interna-
tional buyers, reap the op-

timum benefits of the deal.

Mr. Modi said the inaug-
uration of a terminal build-
ing at the Halwara Airport
is a moment of immense
joy for the people of Pun-
jab, especially Ludhiana
and surrounding areas.
“Ludhiana is a vital indus-
trial and commercial hub
in northern India and the
government is working
tirelessly to improve air
connectivity for this city,
reflecting in the ongoing
works for a modern air-
port,” he added.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann reit-
erated his demand to the
Government of India to
name the airport after mar-
tyr Shaheed Kartar Singh
Sarabha, calling it a fitting
tribute to one of the youn-
gest icons of India’s free-
dom struggle.

PM Modi renames Adampur airport after Guru Ravidas

diuer A A HTEAYT FATS 3733 HT AH 7% WA & A1 9T @1

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday renamed the Adampur airport in
Punjab’s Jalandhar district as ‘Sri Guru Ravidas Ji’ Airport and virtually
inaugurated the civil terminal building at Halwara Airport in Ludhiana.

TUAA Aig A o IR Y 99T F SAreer Forer 7 U gAY 918 3733 F71 A
deeaT ‘4t I e Y TIRaie 1@ AR R & gearst ga1s 33 W Rl
<ffeTer s1aet T I3 3gETe |

e Mr. Modi visited ‘Dera Sach Khand Ballan’ at Ballan village on ‘Ravidas Jayanti’ on the
occasion of the 649th birth anniversary of Guru Ravidas, the revered saint and social

reformer.
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e The Prime Minister met Sant Niranjan Dass, the head of Dera Sach Khand Ballan, who was
recently conferred the Padma Shri.

TUTAHAT & ‘S T TS Tooll’ & T W faetet a1 & Horehrd &, [Siee gTel & A qeam A &
FFEATTAT TohaT a2 A7)

e ‘It is a matter of immense honour and pride that today, on the auspicious occasion of Sant
Ravidass Jayanti, it has been decided that the Adampur Airport will now onwards be known
as Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ji Airport,” he said, adding “It was a very special feeling to be
at Dera Sachkhand Ballan on the Jayanti of Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ji.”

3RIel el “Tg A FFATT 3R 1S 1 a1 § T 317eT Ter WS FIY o Yo7 ITE W T
foroTer forgm I & o JMeAqR TRWIE 316 & #it 7% WASTH AERIST St TAWIE o A1 & STl
STTIT,” AR ST, 8t 3% AT AERTST it A S I 37 FI@S Teoll 3 gl sgd Ay
3regayfer "

e Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister highlighted how Punjab is set to play a key role
in India’s newly signed trade deal with Europe.

wﬁmmymﬁm%wa?mwa?mmﬁﬁawm
F YATE Y e AT e T W B

e This deal, he said, will open up European markets for Punjab’s hosiery, sports goods, and
other industries.

3egiot e o I8 FASHIAT gorTe & T, THEH 739, 3R 35 3 & fow AT aremRy
I @Il

e Mr. Modi urged Punjab’s business leaders to focus on producing high-quality Indian products
for international buyers, reap the optimum beneflts of the deal.

A A N G F SATIR A3 F 31737 Fomam o A Arsdray @Rt & fore 3= ayoraar arer
HRAT 3cTTE TAT IR €377 & 3R TAsia 1 rfFHa# amr a0

e Mr. Modi said the inauguration of a terminal building at the Halwara Airport is a moment of
immense joy for the people of Punjab, especially Ludhiana and surrounding areas.

A1 FAYEY =1 gl o geraTsT gaTS 3733 WX AT e hT ST Yorre, TAATRT Ffermem 31
3TEYTE & &YH & ANl & forw 3T gelt &1 &1oT B

Ravidas / Raidas (15th—16th Century CE)

* Ravidas (also spelled Raidas) was an Indian mystic poet-saint associated with the Bhakti
movement.

* He is remembered as:

* a devotional poet

» a social reform-oriented spiritual figure

* an important voice against social discrimination, especially caste-based divisions

Bhakti Movement Setting

* The Bhakti movement (especially from 13th—17th century CE) emphasised:

* personal devotion to God (bhakti) rather than ritualism alone

* spiritual equality of all humans

« criticism of social evils like untouchability, rigid caste boundaries, and inequality

* Ravidas fits within this broad tradition as a saint who expressed devotion along with social ethics.
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* The biographical details of Ravidas are uncertain and contested due to:
* limited contemporary records

* dependence on hagiographies and later traditions

* Many scholars place him broadly in the 15th to 16th century CE.

Commonly Cited Birth Year

 Some traditions/scholars suggest 1433 CE as a birth year, but it is not universally accepted.
Social Teaching

* Ravidas taught removal of social divisions such as:

* caste discrimination

* gender inequality
* He promoted unity in society through the idea that spiritual worth is not determined by birth.

Spiritual Teaching
* His devotion stressed:
* inner purity

* personal spiritual freedom
* devotion-based connection with the divine, open to all communities

Nature of His Works

* Ravidas composed devotional verses (bhakti poetry).
* His poetry is remembered for:

* simple language

* intense devotion

» ethical and social messaging

Inclusion in Sikh Scripture

* Ravidas’s devotional verses were included in the Guru Granth Sahib.
* In Sikh tradition, he is honoured as a Bhagat (saint-poet whose compositions were included).

Ravidas in Dadu Panthi Tradition

Panch Vani

* The Panch Vani (Dadu Panthi tradition) includes numerous poems attributed to Ravidas.
* This shows that Ravidas’s influence extended across multiple devotional communities, not limited to
one sect.

Difference in Status: Bhagat vs Guru
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* Mainstream Sikh view: Ravidas is a Bhagat.
* Ravidassia view: Ravidas is revered as Guru Ravidas (Guru status, central authority).

GS Paper lll: Economy

1. | Kerala urged to go beyond hard infra in accessibility, put Al
to good use

FTeT W T ITAT Fo FoToraT 7 1S SHIeaa W 3 a3, Al F
TS YT HY

2. | Inclusive tourism is a right, not a privilege: N. Ram

A e AfRFR g, RAwfeer a8 va. o

Kerala urged to go beyond hard infra
in accessibility, put Al to good use

Suman Billa, Additional Secretary and Director General, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, says the State needs to develop a truly world-class

model that offers differently abled visitors a seamless experience. People should be sensitised to the need, equipped with necessary skills, he adds

erala should focus
Kon a few destina-
tions, build stan-

dards that match the best
in the world, infuse tech-
nology, and partner with
stakeholders to create a
world-class  accessibility
model, said Suman Billa,
Additional Secretary and
Director General, Ministry
of Tourism, Government of
India.

He was speaking at the
session ‘Vision Kerala for
All: Shaping the Future of
Kerala Tourism’ at the two-
day conclave ‘Kerala for All
- Tourism Without Bar-
riers’, jointly organised by
Kerala Tourism and The
Hindu Group, in Kochi on
Sunday.

Mr. Billa said that alth-
ough every project of the
Central and State govern-
ments has accessibility
provisions written into it,
implementation is not hap-
pening. He stressed the
need to think about acces-

Suman Billa, Additional Secretary and Director General, Union Ministry of Tourism, and K. Biju, Secretary,
Kerala Tourism, and moderator S. Anandan, Resident Editor, Kerala, The Hindu, at a session at the Kerala
for All conclave, organised by Kerala Tourism and The Hindu, in Kochi on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT

sibility beyond hard infras-
tructure and to incorpo-
rate assistive technologies
powered by artificial intel-
ligence. He also empha-
sised the importance of
building a culture of acces-
sibility at the school level
so that youngsters are so-
cially sensitised.

“What  characterises
Kerala society are virtues
such as compassion and
equality, with social mobil-

isation at its core. The Ker-
ala psyche is hardwired to
implement universal ac-
cessibility. Kerala has
made progress in this field,
but much more needs to
be done. Accessibility
should be integrated into
policy, and infrastructure
must be built with accessi-
bility as part of every pro-
ject. Kerala needs to deve-
lop a truly world-class
model that offers different-

ly-abled visitors a seamless
experience,” Mr. Billa said.

Calls for a movement

Supporting Kerala’s image
as an inclusive and accessi-
bility-friendly destination,
Mr. Biju said the effort
must go beyond tourism
sites and destinations
where the entire society
embrace it. “Just like Res-
ponsible Tourism, accessi-
bility should become a

movement across the
State. People everywhere
must be  sensitised,
equipped with the neces-
sary skills, and supported
with the right infrastruc-
ture so that Kerala emerges
as one of the best
States in terms of
universal acces-
sibility, a mo-
del we can
showcase to
the world,”

he said. tourism

Highlight-
ing  Kerala’s
compassionate
society and strong
grassroots participation,
Mr. Biju emphasised the
need for a policy-led initia-
tive rather than a project-
led approach.

“There is no point in
making just one or two
rooms differently-abled
friendly. Every room and
every space, including
parks, heritage sites,
beaches, backwaters, and
houseboats, must be
planned to ensure they are
disabled-friendly and ac-

cessible,” he added.

K. Biju, Secretary, Kera-
la Tourism, was the other
participant. S. Anandan,
Resident Editor, Kerala,
The Hindu, moderated the
session.

Earlier, address-
ing the inaugu-
ral  session,
Mr. Billa said
if  Kerala
could set a
new model
in inclusive
and accessi-
ble tourism, it
would become
a global model for
reference. “There is no
State is better placed than
Kerala to implement inclu-
sive and accessible tou-
rism,” said Mr. Billa.

Considering the fact
that those with special abil-
ities are repeated visitors
to the same destinations
and stay longer, it is not a
matter of social concern
alone, but the accessible
design should be underta-
ken from a commercial
point of view too, he said.

Kerala urged to go beyond hard infra in accessibility, put Al to

good use
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el A HgT AT fF Fersra1 A g18 ShReF=R § A 9, Al FT ST 3UANT
L

Suman Billa, Additional Secretary and Director General, Ministry of Tourism, Government of
India, says the State needs to develop a truly world-class model that ofiers difierently abled
visitors a seamless experience.

o Rrea, sfafea ot sk aefaders, w&ee #Amem, ARG WFR, 7 F51 & To7 F v aeaq A
frea-vadia Alse REfAa F3e At sraegwar § Y Reaier smrgs! #t et seqsa verr w31

e People should be sensitised to the need, equipped with necessary skills, he adds

AT Y ST IELTRAT & Ufa TagsTelrer ohaT ST ART, 3TaeTF Fierer ¥ o foHaT ST
IR, 3egiel SAIST|

o Kerala should focus on a few destinations, build standards that match the best in the world,
infuse technology, and partner with stakeholders to create a world-class accessibility model,
said Suman Billa, Additional Secretary and Director General, Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India.

HIcT I P Tcledl T EATeT Sl "M, GIoAAT oh HIASS oh IHeJ&Y ATeT e STl ULV, Aaileh T
FHTALY AT 1180, 3R Tt & A1 ARy Y faRd-Fadia Gersrar A dAqR e
g T, T GA frear (ifaRerd afia va #giieerrh, qes #ed, $Rd THR) o Hell

o He was speaking at the session ‘Vision Kerala for All: Shaping the Future of Kerala Tourism’

at the two-day conclave ‘Kerala for All — Tourism Without Barriers’, jointly organised by Kerala
Tourism and The Hindu Group, in Kochi on Sunday.

aE Va1 Fifed # el gReA 3R g g 0 <arT TgFd €7 & IR & lGaei Hieela
‘Kerala for All — Tourism Without Barriers’ & @ ‘Vision Kerala for All: Shaping the

Future of Kerala Tourism’ # S1eT 1§ 2|

e Mr. Billa said that although every project of the Central and State governments has
accessibility provisions written into it, implementation is not happening.

A farear 3 @l o gl g A Vo TIFRY T g TRAITAT H Fersrar e o gl 8,
CIEGEIC Cep o R R R

o He stressed the need to think about accessibility beyond hard infrastructure and to
incorporate assistive technologies powered by artiflcial intelligence.

3T6Iol §TS SHICFAT W 3T ST FersraT T Hielet iR Fw geftraar (Al) & Faiferd s
TFeAlR] T MTHT T I 3TLIRAT U SR fem|

e He also emphasised the importance of building a culture of accessibility at the school level so
that youngsters are socially sensitised.

3rgiel Tho! T IR FeANdT Y FEHTA (G A et o Hged I & SR e arfes Zar wenfars
T FagaAde 9|

o “What characterises Kerala society are virtues such as compassion and equality, with social
mobilisation at its core.

‘el THTST T TANTAT H0T IR FATAAT S 0T 8, T h gy A AT AHEY 81
e The Kerala psyche is hardwired to implement universal accessibility.

el T AT WIEHHAF Fersrar o] = & ToIT Farenfas &9 4 AR |
o Kerala has made progress in this fleld, but much more needs to be done.

hYeT =1 3 &1 H YT T &, Aifehet 37377 3R 9§ F foh T STr=A1 S1hT &

e Accessibility should be integrated into policy, and infrastructure must be built with accessibility
as part of every project.
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o Kerala needs to develop a truly world-class model that ol lers dillerently-abled visitors a
seamless experience,” Mr. Billa said.

Tl I T aaid # [3ea-Falia Alsa [GHRa L g1am it fyeaier 3miden & e sepa
g, o [Sodr o FgT|

Calls for a movement

T TSIl $T AT

e Supporting Kerala’s image as an inclusive and accessibility-friendly destination, Mr. Biju said
the elJort must go beyond tourism sites and destinations where the entire society embrace it.

HTeT Y B T FATRN IR FeOaT-3r R Iicied & & H TALA & g, A s = et o e
e Tl 3R et I AT ST AnfeT arfes R AT 38 97|

o “Just like Responsible Tourism, accessibility should become a movement across the State.
“Si¥ Responsible Tourism, 38 & ersTal R T H Teh HGIeeT Fofoil BT

e People everywhere must be sensitised, equipped with the necessary skills, and supported
with the right infrastructure so that Kerala emerges as one of the best States in terms of
universal accessibility, a model we can showcase to the world,” he said.

3oglel hel, ‘g SITE S9N ol HaeeTelier fohaT ST TR T, 3Maedes Hiere BT Sy =nfeu, 3T a@gr
SHIECFIN U A T ST AT dATieh hiel ATASHAT Fersrar & A H TS5 TsA A I
Teh 9o, Teh UHT Ao [oT8 G gferar &l fewr &eh|”

¢ Highlighting Kerala’s compassionate society and strong grassroots participation, Mr. Biju
emphasised the need for a policy-led initiative rather than a project-led approach.

heT o HEUMAY FATS AR FIT ITHEE APNGRT Y IGTheT el §U AT dfief o7 TRATAT-
3R gfteanIoT & Foma AfA-3menfa wge @1 Jraegedr . AR e

e “There is no point in making just one or two rooms dillerently-abled friendly.
“Shelol Ueh T al e ReATT-31eTqel o111 7 h1g 31 =781 &1

e Every room and every space, including parks, heritage sites, beaches, backwaters, and
houseboats, must be planned to ensure they are disabled-friendly and accessible,” he added.

3ogiel SIaT, “GR T 3R & TU, et urdh, Rt wigew, dr, dwarey, 3R gEwele i
¥ 50 yR ST &1 a1fRe % 3§ Ryeair-siegger 3R geer gl
o K. Biju, Secretary, Kerala Tourism, was the other participant.
¥. ey, BT, e TR, 31T faseh &
e S. Anandan, Resident Editor, Kerala, The Hindu, moderated the session.
TH. e, WSS UISeR, e, & g, = & ol Tl ohaT|

e Earlier, addressing the inaugural session, Mr. Billa said if Kerala could set a new model in
inclusive and accessible tourism, it would become a global model for reference.

m%ﬁmmaﬁwﬁﬁm@sﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁéﬂﬁmﬁmwm
H 77 Arse TATTAT I T, df a8 TedT & Toiv 3Ras Arger 9 STwaT|

e “There is no State is better placed than Kerala to implement inclusive and accessible
tourism,” said Mr. Billa.

At frean = e, “wAe 3R Forst e AR A & v I 5 IS T 61 517

o Considering the fact that those with special abilities are repeated visitors to the same
destinations and stay longer, it is not a matter of social concern alone, but the accessible
design should be undertaken from a commercial point of view too, he said

Ieglel el oh 38 T2 I 4T §U T FARAT &TAaT3it arel oot agY 9icfed TR-GR 31 & 3R 31

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

HHY T BB §, TG haol HIHTTSTeh TRIcT T AT 7161 8, dfeeh GeroT BT 1 saraas
gfSeamlor & o 319 SITeTr =feu |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



www.patrioticlas.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Inclusive tourism
is a right, not a
privilege: N. Ram
GS Ill: Economy

M.P. Praveen
KOCHI

“Kerala is a fort that resists divisive influences
particularly those trying to polarise society on
the basis of religion,” N. Ram, Director, The
Hindu Group, has said. He was delivering the
keynote address during the inauguration of
‘Kerala For All - Tourism Without Barriers’, a
two-day conclave organised jointly by Kerala
Tourism and The Hindu Group, on Sunday.

“The idea behind ‘Kerala for All’ reflects a
model that combines strong social indicators
with an ethos of openness, dignity and welfare
governance. There are some political forces in
this country, I don’t want to name them, that try
to disturb this. But Kerala in a sense is a fort that
resists such divisive influences, particularly those
trying to polarise society on the basis of religion,
sometimes based on caste but mainly religion,”
Mr. Ram said.

‘Most socially advanced State’

Kerala is one of India’s most socially advanced
States. “In fact, I would say it is India’s most
socially advanced State. Not because of high per
capita income, although that is also growing, but
because of its long-standing commitment to
human development, social justice and inclusive
public policy,” said Mr. Ram.

Over the long term, social development in
Kerala has been shaped by land reform, social
reform movements, and progressive politics. The
idea of ‘Kerala for All’ extends beyond welfare
into a broader culture of inclusion. And while we
saw the distressing phenomenon of migrant
workers during the pandemic walk long
distances in various parts of India, Kerala stood
as a model of how to handle such crisis
situations, he said.

“The State has welcomed migrant workers
from other States who contribute significantly to
construction, services and industry. And the LDF
government led by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan set an example to all of India by calling
these migrant workers guest workers. They are
treated as residents of Kerala,” Mr. Ram said.

Inclusive and accessible tourism should be
treated as a right of all tourists and not
something that is given as charity or as a special
privilege, he said. “Kerala Tourism deserves
commendation for its tremendous effort to make
Kerala a place for all with inclusive and
accessible tourism. The Hindu is privileged that
that we are in this partnership with the
government of Kerala and with Kerala tourism in
particular. This is a good start and I hope there’ll
be consolidation of these efforts,” said Mr. Ram.

9971932488

Inclusive tourism is a right, not
a privilege: N. Ram

A wdiea IRFR §,
RAOFR g v, T

“Kerala is a fort that resists divisive
infiuences particularly those trying to polarise
society on the basis of religion,” N. Ram,
Director, The Hindu Group, has said.

“FHTel T AT FherT § Y s wsmal #r
FaRYer T &, WY 37 A1 T AT €3 & AR
T HHTS HY AlHd FI T FIAT 7 8,7 & g
9 & fAgerF v TH F Fel

. He was delivering the keynote address
during the inauguration of ‘Kerala For All —
Tourism Without Barriers’, a two-day conclave
organised jointly by Kerala Tourism and The
Hindu Group, on Sunday.

g AR 1 I gReA 3R & R 7 garT dgea
9 IS & GadliT *leFeld ‘Kerala For All
— Tourism Without Barriers’ & 3ggrc & gRIe

HET AT S ¢ |

e  “The idea behind ‘Kerala for All’ refiects a
model that combines strong social indicators with
an ethos of openness, dignity and welfare
governance.

“Kerala for All' & 9I& T 37RO Ueh 0 HAlsol
I GRATCT & S AT AT HheTah! ! GelraeT,
ITRAT, 3R FEAOTHRT AT T HATGAT o 1T
CIECIN

e  There are some political forces in this
country, | don’t want to name them, that try to
disturb this.

$H U # FT Urelifas afFaar §, # 3oer o1 761
AT TG, Y S ST Hler T IR HLc &

e ButKeralain a sense is a fort that resists
such divisive infiuences, particularly those trying
to polarise society on the basis of religion,
sometimes based on caste but mainly religion,”
Mr. Ram said.

AfeheT el Tah 37 & Yo fFam & S O

fastes Y wstmat o AR T §, Wrae 3
ETaT ST ST HATST T T o 3R I ¢eliehel Lot
HT PITAR I &, Faf-amelr S & MR o AfheT
AEAT: 4H R, A TH A Fegl|
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‘Most socially advanced State’

‘FIW HOF FHAITS T A 3oadd AT’

o Kerala is one of India’s most socially advanced States.
FTT AR & Gl TS AHATNF T F Ioodd Tod! H T Teh B
¢ “Infact, | would say it is India’s most socially advanced State.
IrEd #, 3 gl foh J§ HR T T T Ao T § 3o T &

¢ Not because of high per capita income, although that is also growing, but because of its long-
standing commitment to human development, social justice and inclusive public policy,” said
Mr. Ram.

Y A o HgT, Tg 3o Ui AT 3T & HROT A6 ©, elcliich a8 3T 96 I&T o, TToh AT AR,
o =41, 3R gAR aaefas Aifa & gfa sHaT Sawifosd Ifaaeedr & sRUTg |

e Over the long term, social development in Kerala has been shaped by land reform, social
reform movements, and progressive politics.

Sl aftr A, e 7 wAfoies e @ ffer gur, wenfore gur netast, 31T yerfaefter
T o 3R AT &1

e The idea of Kerala for All' extends beyond welfare into a broader culture of inclusion.
‘Kerala for All’ I HTUROT FHEAT0T I 3T TG HHARAT I SATIH TEP < b ATl g

o And while we saw the distressing phenomenon of migrant workers during the pandemic walk
long distances in various parts of India, Kerala stood as a model of how to handle such crisis
situations, he said.

3R ST gA HTHARY & ERTeT R o fafdie=T fewait 31 wardt sf&aht 1 oielt g b Yerel Terel gU
S G2 ST, T Shiel T Wahe o1 ATl § et &1 Teh Aisel Soieht T ET, Seaiel
&g

o “The State has welcomed migrant workers from other States who contribute signiflcantly to
construction, services and industry.

TS o 3T AT & 30 gardt sfAT 1 Farera fhar & S fasor, darsit, 3R 3gz@er &
FEAYUT ARG &t &

¢ And the LDF government led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan set an example to all of India
by calling these migrant workers guest workers.

3R FEFHN e s & Aqcd drell LDF WK o 3e7 TaTdl Sl &l AFe ahdl hga U
HRA & AT Teh 3eTeoT T R |

e They are treated as residents of Kerala,” Mr. Ram said.
“Irg hicl o AT AT A ATAT ST &, 4 TWH o gl

¢ Inclusive and accessible tourism should be treated as a right of all tourists and not something
that is given as charity or as a special privilege, he said.

3egiot e Toh FaTaelt 3R Ferer wdee l ol qhehi &l HTAFR AT S TR, o foh 58 a1
F T F 7 Fdr AV RAnfOFR & w7 & fer S|

e “Kerala Tourism deserves commendation for its tremendous e [ort to make Kerala a place for
all with inclusive and accessible tourism.

‘el EReH* FHATARN R Gorst Thee o AT T el Tl T3l & ToIT T Sellel o 370t

AT 9T & oI w2rar &1 97 1

e The Hindu is privileged that that we are in this partnership with the government of Kerala and
with Kerala tourism in particular.

g fig ! 75 diemea ured § 1 g aer avaR 3R A9 & & 3 eReH & a1y 30 wsiery #
gl
e This is a good start and | hope there’ll be consolidation of these e TJorts,” said Mr. Ram

"G Teh <O YBIHTA & 3R 737 3mem & o 57 Gt 1 Fgdrawor grem,” st T o gl
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Vying for gender-inclusive tourism
GS Ill: Economy |

Hiran Unnikrishnan
KOCHI

Asserting that Kerala is per-
haps the only State in the
world willing to openly
acknowledge shortcom-
ings in the gender inclusiv-
ity of its tourism destina-
tions, Sikha Surendran,
Director, Kerala Tourism,
said the State is working on
a comprehensive project to
address all such barriers in
the near future.

“Kerala Tourism is keen
on removing all forms of
barriers at destinations for
people of all genders and
age groups, in consultation
with stakeholders,” she
said, drawing a loud round
of applause from the au-
dience.

Ms. Surendran was ad-
dressing the session titled
Gender Inclusivity at the
Heart of Tourism as part of
the Kerala for All conclave,

Vying for gender-inclusive tourism

Sikha Surendran, Director, Kerala Tourism; Preeja Rajan, State
Coordinator, UN Women; Monolita Chatterjee, architect; Soity
Banerjee, travel & food journalist; and moderator Saraswathy
Nagarajan at the conclave in Kochi on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT

jointly organised by Kerala
Tourism and The Hindu.

Preeja Rajan, State Coor-
dinator of UN Women, said
women should not only be
able to visit destinations
but also be visibly repre-
sented there.

“The presence of more
women in tourism spaces
helps enhance the sense of
safety among women tra-

Ssv-gAaed gdea & fow I

vellers,” she noted.

Monolita Chatterjee, ur-
ban designer and archi-
tect, said public spaces in
India are often designed
without considering diffe-
rent types of bodies.

‘Simple design changes’
“The real issue is that bar-
riers are not properly un-
derstood. Many of these

could be  addressed
through simple design de-
cisions,” she said.

Soity Banerjee, Respon-
sible Tourism strategist,
raised concerns about the
safety of women employed
in the tourism sector, high-
lighting last-mile connec-
tivity as a major challenge.
“Poor connectivity forces
many women to retreat af-
ter sundown,” she said.

Responding to the con-
cern, Ms. Surendran point-
ed out that Kerala has
made significant strides in
this area by providing be-
havioural training to cab
drivers. She also spoke of
plans by the Tourism de-
partment to expand a net-
work of women-run toilets
for women travellers. “The
government will provide
incentives for operating
such facilities, which will
go along way in addressing
these concerns,” she said.

Asserting that Kerala is perhaps the only State in the world willing to openly acknowledge
shortcomings in the gender inclusivity of its tourism destinations, Sikha Surendran, Director,
Kerala Tourism, said the State is working on a comprehensive project to address all such
barriers in the near future.

IE Fed GU B I Woaa: GfAdn 71 THAT TF § 3 39 wdes Tell # ST FAEer A HAAT H
GAFT TNFR A & [T IR 8, e giew A e e glae & Fa1 B vo e sfasy A
F3fY aTem3t Y g FA F AT vF SarIE IRANSAT R FHA FW @TE

e “Kerala Tourism is keen on removing all forms of barriers at destinations for people of all
genders and age groups, in consultation with stakeholders,” she said, drawing a loud round of
applause from the audience.

3giel oheT, ‘I gived Tl fafaT 3 3y et & ot & o udest wyel o) @l v
STt T geT & AT RaUReT & A A X 3 8, 57 TR gl o SiReR drferdt &

ary gfafsrar &

e Ms. Surendran was addressing the session titled Gender Inclusivity at the Heart of Tourism
as part of the Kerala for All conclave, jointly organised by Kerala Tourism and The Hindu.

A FlaeT ‘Kerala for All’ Hieerld & T ‘Gender Inclusivity at the Heart of Tourism’
Mk T T HIAT T T AT, o 3 gRea AR & g = ageFa &9 & 3mafard o am|
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Preeja Rajan, State Coordinator of UN Women, said women should not only be able to visit
destinations but also be visibly represented there.

UN Women &I IT THaIH WIT TSt o gl fob AT T Shael Idead el U ST+ &7
o1 =g afesh gl goF ¥ ¥ wiafafte o gar =nfgw

“The presence of more women in tourism spaces helps enhance the sense of safety among
women travellers,” she noted.

3egiel hgl, “TdC TUQl/EaH # 3feeh wfgensit Fr sufdafa Afgen arfat 7 graw i smaem
SoTel H HAGG HLdrgl”

Monolita Chatterjee, urban designer and architect, said public spaces in India are often
designed without considering diTerent types of bodies.

31eeT f3ammsaR 3R 3nfdese AATaET gesit o wgr foh 3IRT & ardsifas Tume 3R RffeT
TR F T (body types) & &A1 H I T f3ammseT fhw ama &

‘Simple design changes’

T f3set aRader

“The real issue is that barriers are not properly understood.

3egio hal, “TIEdTas GHEAT g ¢ T aremait o T8y aldish & ST 8! SidT|

Many of these could be addressed through simple design decisions,” she said.

3ogicl T, ‘ST U Ty FHATITHT HI WXl AT Aot o AT & gof Toham ST ThcT 617

Soity Banerjee, Responsible Tourism strategist, raised concerns about the safety of women
employed in the tourism sector, highlighting last-mile connectivity as a major challenge.

Responsible Tourism (0N AR W8 aetalt o e &1 7 HRivd Afgen3i r gam o R=idar
SIS R AFe-AEe FafFefady HI a3 Yol T

“Poor connectivity forces many women to retreat after sundown,” she said.
3TGIot e, “HHSN FHollFeide] Hs AT P FAT & 1§ NS geai/dlles Y Hlqy el ol”

Responding to the concern, Ms. Surendran pointed out that Kerala has made signiflcant
strides in this area by providing behavioural training to cab drivers.

38 AT & STare 7 A glaet o el o ¥l o & gmart I sqagTa TiAeTor St 39 &1 7
FEAOT FeTTet T ¢

She also spoke of plans by the Tourism department to expand a network of women-run toilets
for women travellers.

3egiel gded AT I Jiatet &1 off oo fohar i afger Tt & fov afger-yefaa etareat
F Acas FT farar fFar sea)

“The government will provide incentives for operating such facilities, which will go a long way
in addressing these concems,” she said

3egiel ohgl, “TRRR T FIAE3HT o Felelet & foIT WiehTger ¢af, Sif So7 FRic3il &l oy et & iy
Feg M|

GS Paper lll: Economy, (Budget)
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Credible, creditable
Rreawsiy, AaEHT
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Debating Budget 2026 as turning point or tinkering
997 2026 W EH: FIAT Tg T A0ITIS AlS § AT Fae AL agara?

Budget 2026 bets big on industrial growth
ToIE 2026 7 3T FAFT 9 37 & S

Building on a tax gamble that did not pay off
FL-Hath YA & T 1T T, SiT el A g

Pushing welfare towards the States

FITUHRT T FY AT T AT ToTAT
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Credible, creditable

The Budget chose prudence over
adventurism, and multipronged
measures over Big Bang reforms

here Budget 2025 was largely domi-
w nated by the income-tax rate and slab

relaxations, Budget 2026 has done
away with Big Bang measures. Instead, its scatter-
shot approach, through various sectoral and is-
sue-based measures, when taken together, is
aimed at propelling India’s growth over the medi-
um term. Given the level of geoeconomic and ge-
opolitical uncertainties that the Indian economy
faces, this diffused approach is likely a more ef-
fective policy than targeted Big Bang announce-
ments would be. This is not the time for further
disruption. Budget 2026 contains announce-
ments for the manufacturing sector, various ser-
vices sectors, as well as particular provisions to
help labour-intensive sectors such as textiles and
leather. In terms of manufacturing, the Budget
includes measures covering seven well thought-
out areas: biopharma, semiconductors, electron-
ics, rare earths, chemicals, capital goods and tex-
tiles. Semiconductor and electronics manufac-
turing are the few sectors that have gained from
the government’s existing PLI schemes. The In-
dia Semiconductor Mission 2.0 and the increased
allocation under the Electronics Component Ma-
nufacturing Scheme are appropriate follow-ups
to this. These are sectors where India needs to
become globally competitive. The Biopharma
SHAKTI scheme is aimed at making India a global
biopharma manufacturing hub with an alloca-
tion of 10,000 crore over the next five years.
Pharmaceuticals, already a sector that India does
well in, are exempt from the U.S’s 50% tariffs. It is
also important to support those sectors that are
currently hit by those same tariffs. The National
Export Promotion Mission announced in the last
Budget was implemented only by December
2025, nine months into the financial year. The
Centre should ensure that this Budget’s integrat-
ed programme for the textiles sector does not
face similar delays. Also, the various measures
aimed at creating ‘Champion MSMEs’, providing
them equity, liquidity, and professional support,
must be implemented quickly. MSMEs account
for 48.6% of India’s exports, and the EU FTA,
even if it is implemented soon, will not kick in
quick enough to offset the ongoing pain caused
by the U.S. tariffs. The services sector, too, stands
to benefit from Budget 2026. The high-powered
‘education to employment and enterprise’ stand-
ing committee, announced by the Finance Minis-
ter, should get off the ground soon. The focus on
health care and medical tourism, where India is
already developing strengths, is a good start. In
keeping with the Budget’s multipronged ap-
proach, the Centre has sought to cater to the elec-
tion-bound States this year through several small-
er announcements — such as dedicated rare earth
corridors to benefit Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pra-
desh and Tamil Nadu, a Coconut Promotion
Scheme for Kerala, an integrated East Coast In-
dustrial Corridor for West Bengal, and the first of
the new national waterways to begin in Odisha —
rather than through the consolidated packages of
the past.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

As for the Centre’s finances, Budget 2026 off-
ers a mix of expenditure enthusiasm and revenue
sobriety. The capital expenditure push, especial-
ly with regard to infrastructure creation, has con-
tinued, perhaps in reaction to the realisation that
current conditions do not encourage private in-
vestment. Overall, capital expenditure is set to
grow to 312.2 lakh crore in 2026-27, amounting to
4.4% of GDP, the highest in at least the last 10
years. This includes the announcement of dedi-
cated freight corridors and training institutes for
the manpower needed. These rail corridors are
also to be supplemented by a Coastal Cargo Pro-
motion Scheme to incentivise increasing the
share of inland waterways and coastal shipping.
It is noteworthy that the Centre has revised
downwards its capital expenditure for 2025-26 to
10.9 lakh crore from the ¥11.2 lakh crore initially
budgeted. It remains to be seen if this year’s tar-
get will be met, but even coming close will pro-
vide a substantial fillip to the economy. On the re-
venue front, the Centre did not announce any
major tax cuts for individuals or corporations. In
2019 and 2025, respectively, corporations and in-
dividuals received substantial tax relief. To an-
nounce more would have put undue stress on
central finances at a time when its expenditure
commitments — known and anticipated — are
substantial. However, while direct taxes have lar-
gely received procedural improvements, the Bud-
get has included a slew of indirect tax relaxations
for the promotion of marine, leather and textile
products exports, and speeding up India’s energy
transition. The tax revenue projections are large-
ly sober. Corporate tax revenue is projected to
grow nearly 14% over the Budget estimates of
2025-26. This is broadly in line with the revised
estimates for 2025-26 coming in 12.4% higher
than the actuals of the previous year. Income-tax
revenue has been budgeted to grow 1.9% over the
BE of 2025-26 — an expected outcome following
last Budget’s substantial rate relaxations. Gross
GST revenue has been projected to contract
13.5% in 2026-27, a reflection of the September
2025 rate rationalisation and the end of the Com-
pensation Cess. Taken together, the Centre’s fis-
cal deficit has been projected at 4.3% of GDP in
2026-27, down from 4.4% estimated for 2025-26.
While the Centre’s fiscal consolidation path since
the COVID-19 pandemic has been admirable, con-
tinued aggression in reducing the deficit deserves
some questioning. Even the Economic Survey ar-
gued for some fiscal flexibility for the Centre gi-
ven the geoeconomic and geopolitical condi-
tions. Overall, Budget 2026 may disappoint those
looking for massive tax relief or subsidies, but is
nevertheless a credible and creditable effort.

Credible, creditable
Reguy, AaT
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The Budget chose prudence over adventurism, and multipronged measures over Big
Bang reforms

I o WIETARAT & ST FIAHTA T AT, 3N IaTeh/HifdHRT GURT & Sl TEIATIATH! ST
I IT

Where Budget 2025 was largely dominated by the income-tax rate and slab relaxations,
Budget 2026 has done away with Big Bang measures.

STET T 2025 HEIA: AT & 3N Fola A e § varfae o, F6i doie 2026 & faer dor qrat
T FATCT Y fear

Instead, its scattershot approach, through various sectoral and issue-based measures, when
taken together, is aimed at propelling India’s growth over the medium term.

g0 S, fafdiesT SR AR AegmaR SUTEt & ACTd | HAT [STRT G317 gfSeahI0T, Sia Far
G ST SATAT &, A 7EA# rafer 7 3R 1 gefer &1 39 I & 3682 T A Bl

Given the level of geoeconomic and geopolitical uncertainties that the Indian economy faces,
this diffused approach is likely a more effective policy than targeted Big Bang announcements
would be.

AR IreTaeT & AIA Hlo[g o3 3R HAretellfcrs ARG A1 ST g, T8
mmmmaﬁmﬁﬁwﬁmmmﬁﬁm%l

This is not the time for further disruption.

g 3T 3R 31T IreaawyT FT THT T8 ¢

Budget 2026 contains announcements for the manufacturing sector, various services sectors,
as well as particular provisions to help labour-intensive sectors such as textiles and leather.

Tore 2026 # fafawtor &=, fAfRee dar &¥, qur s-eme &= S @ 3R =T H Jerar 8
T yraern=T Hr eiwond enfde g

In terms of manufacturing, the Budget includes measures covering seven well thoughtout
areas: biopharma, semiconductors, electronics, rare earths, chemicals, capital goods and
textiles.

TafATOT & Hest &, gote A a1 Gl vl ol ha¥ i arel 3UTT ATA §: Aa-BrHT,

Semiconductor and electronics manufacturing are the few sectors that have gained from the
government’s existing PLI schemes.

3refaTes 3R saFciwew RfAAT 3 56 a1 § e TR it Alser scareer-3meie eamgeT
QST I e e g

The India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 and the increased allocation under the Electronics
Component Manufacturing Scheme are appropriate follow-ups to this.

AR e A2 2.0 ﬁ?gﬁﬂrﬁﬁwmﬁﬁwﬁwm%a—ﬁwgﬁmm
3 3re7aci FeH §

These are sectors where India needs to become globally competitive.

U 817 ¢ oTel R & dae Fav 9T afaeaeft a3 3raegs g1

The Biopharma SHAKTI scheme is aimed at making India a global biopharma
manufacturing hub with an allocation of 10,000 crore over the next five years.

TAETAT ATFT ASTAT FT 3652 T HRA F1 ARaew Sta-waAT RfFHATT g g1 §, Fass fow swerer
g st 7 10,000 FN T 3desT HaT AT 7

Pharmaceuticals, already a sector that India does well in, are exempt from the U.S.’s 50%
tariffs.

3itwfRr 3eer, S TEe ¥ TR FT HTI 817 &, Y AR & 50% YeF & FE I &
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e ltis also important to support those sectors that are currently hit by those same tariffs.
3o &YAT T AL AT # HecaquT § il oAl H 3wl Yol I Fefad &1

e The National Export Promotion Mission announced in the last Budget was implemented
only by December 2025, nine months into the financial year.

o Sote # 9Iitd ISE AT NewTget PRI i sharel fe@aT 2025 deh oo, fohar ara, e
o a¥ & &t 71t a16)

e The Centre should ensure that this Budget’s integrated programme for the textiles sector
does not face similar delays.

e, ! GIATET LT AR foh S8 ToTc T a6 817 & [oIT ThIFa FRFH S8 TR I ST 1
HHAT 7

e Also, the various measures aimed at creating ‘Champion MSMEs’, providing them equity,
liquidity, and professional support, must be implemented quickly.

a1 g, Ao YoH, oY AR ACAH 3G T, 3o¢ Got, a¥erar, N Jdaw wHd & 8
e 3UTat Y Al & o] fohar ST =g |

o MSMEs account for 48.6% of India’s exports, and the EU FTA, even if it is implemented soon,
will not kick in quick enough to offset the ongoing pain caused by the U.S. tariffs.

A, Y IR IR 35IF HRA & AT 7 48.6% Aeteral & 8, 3R FANT ey FFey AR
FASANAT, 871 & SToc o] &1 ST, AR o Yok A 8T I Jehdlel h $UTS & ToIT qAied ol &
THTET A& g1

e The services sector, too, stands to benefit from Budget 2026.
Aa1 &7 37 1T 2026 T MHTT=ad glet ol I H ¢

e The high-powered ‘education to employment and enterprise’ standing committee,
announced by the Finance Minister, should get off the ground soon.

foret #AT garT e ST e & AsreTr 3R 3e7#7 TRl @fAfT & steg & R gie
FAT AR

e The focus on health care and medical tourism, where India is already developing strengths, is
a good start.

FarELY @I 3R Rfhcar gded . By, S8 9Rd U8 & 37941 diehd [ iad Y {87 8,
Teh 37! BT B

¢ In keeping with the Budget’s multipronged approach, the Centre has sought to cater to the
election-bound States this year through several smaller announcements — such as dedicated
rare earth corridors to benefit Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, a Coconut
Promotion Scheme for Kerala, an integrated East Coast Industrial Corridor for West Bengal,
and the first of the new national waterways to begin in Odisha — rather than through the
consolidated packages of the past.

SISTE & TE-ATATHY GREHIOT & 3178, he; o1 57 q¥ AT aTe Aol o AT 73 TATR Ushol T
TS g BI-BIC Vellell & ATETH W FeH 3010 § — S8 33, 3T, ey waer i affreremg
P BT 3 ] e AT AR, 3T 35 PN TRerer SeTeT e, R S & e
v it e st aforam, aur 33 # oF gt arar AU U sreamit F § gger —
S foh gger & ARG Sahail & ST 9T 3T THT B

Centre’s finances in Budget 2026

o 2026 H &g F faa

e As for the Centre’s finances, Budget 2026 off-ers a mix of expenditure enthusiasm and
revenue sobriety.
ehe; & faret & Teey &, dsic 2026 H &4 37HTE 3R ASTET TIH o TAS0T el o aram g
o The capital expenditure push, especially with regard to infrastructure creation, has
continued, perhaps in reaction to the realisation that current conditions do not encourage
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private investment.

YT S &1 o, AT § § HTEEAT AT 3 G&oT H, SR @7 &, HHad: 36 G &
FRUT & gade aREAAT s Ader s ficarfgd =8t ]

Overall, capital expenditure is set to grow to ¥12.2 lakh crore in 2026-27, amounting to
4.4% of GDP, the highest in at least the last 10 years.

Fol eI, GolleTer S0 2026-27 H SGohY T12.2 AT FIU3 gl dlell ¢, Sit GDP #T4.4% &, 3R
FH A A oo 10 I8t 7 T 30+ 3

This includes the announcement of dedicated freight corridors and training institutes for
the manpower needed.

SHH AT AT gar$ AFAART 3R 3Tz Sirerfed & fov yirator FeymET S aivor o
e 81

These rail corridors are also to be supplemented by a Coastal Cargo Promotion Scheme to
incentivise increasing the share of inland waterways and coastal shipping.

o ¥of aTfoIRT &1 Coastal Cargo Promotion Scheme GaRT 87 (& fahar STeam arfes sradei=r
SreramT 3R qérr R & FE &1 ao= 3 Wicare= e s #@|

It is noteworthy that the Centre has revised downwards its capital expenditure for 2025-26 to
%10.9 lakh crore from the ¥11.2 lakh crore initially budgeted.

T SeolTa1d § o dhg o 2025-26 & TIT 319 YT S T YRTAH doic T11.2 @ FO5 4

HeThT £10.9 oTF 8 T &A1 &

It remains to be seen if this year’s target will be met, but even coming close will provide a
substantial fillip to the economy.

%a@mm%ﬁ:sﬂa&ﬂaﬁwmmaﬁmmﬁwaﬁﬁammwﬁ
gATCd WiedTgsT S|

On the revenue front, the Centre did not announce any major tax cuts for individuals or
corporations.

ToTET & ARE UT, e o SATFaAT AT HUfAT & AT i 737 FT Heldt g =87 fFam|
In 2019 and 2025, respectively, corporations and individuals received substantial tax relief.

HALT: 2019 31 2025 F FURAT 3 IFTAT 1 gATeT FT g Felr A

To announce more would have put undue stress on central finances at a time when its
expenditure commitments — known and anticipated — are substantial.

3R 31fe G 3T FET fad IR HeATaT Ga1d STrdT, 08 IHT H Id 38 <49 gifded —
A1 3R e — FrdHr IS §

However, while direct taxes have largely received procedural improvements, the Budget has
included a slew of indirect tax relaxations for the promotion of marine, leather and textile
products exports, and speeding up India’s energy transition.

gTalTeh WeaT HU A Jrfeniera: ufharess gur v arv §, fhe o so1e # rverer ¢ Rarat
1 Teh T AR T 1S § Tl FHR, THAST 3R I 391t & ot 1 srgran fam o &,
3R AR & AT HFHAOT FHT I FohdT ST TH |

The tax revenue projections are largely sober.

Y STET & IHoJHTA ol TR HITAT &

Corporate tax revenue is projected to grow nearly 14% over the Budget estimates of 2025-
26.

FIARET FT AT o 2025-26 & ToTC ITHIS hT Jolall H TTHIT 14% FeoT T IIAA ¢ |
This is broadly in line with the revised estimates for 2025-26 coming in 12.4% higher than the
actuals of the previous year.

TE 2025-26 & FRATUT 3THEAT o 36T &, S AT T & arecideh 3ierst & 12.4% 3178 3

Income-tax revenue has been budgeted to grow 1.9% over the BE of 2025-26 — an
expected outcome following last Budget's substantial rate relaxations.
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ITIHT TSI T 2025-26 & Tl AT (BE) ¥ 1.9% Teo o &9 & ol H @M IATg — i
S Jore # 937 & RIraar & a1g 3mafeyd aRkone gl

o Gross GST revenue has been projected to contract 13.5% in 2026-27, a reflection of the
September 2025 rate rationalisation and the end of the Compensation Cess.

2026-27 ¥ el GST TSET & 13.5% T &I A ¢, ST e 2025 HT I & Fiardanior
31k Compensation Cess &' F#ITT &1 ufafee &1

o Taken together, the Centre’s fiscal deficit has been projected at 4.3% of GDP in 2026-27,
down from 4.4% estimated for 2025-26.

THI T A, he; I ASTHINI ©TET 2026-27 H GDP FT 4.3% 37fATId foham a7 &, it 2025-26
& 4.4% 3TAT T HA G

o  While the Centre’s fiscal consolidation path since the COVID-19 pandemic has been
admirable, continued aggression in reducing the deficit deserves some questioning.

gTellteh COVID-19 HETHRY & §1G h; ST ISTHINIT THhT AR JATT &7 &, R oft arer e
AR HTHHFAT TR G JATel 350 ¢ |

o Even the Economic Survey argued for some fiscal flexibility for the Centre given the
geoeconomic and geopolitical conditions.

Tl e o e wdfaror ¥ off sp-anfden 3R sptrerehfas aRFRfoat #r q@d gu g & AT 3o
TAPNT FTHATIT TG FHT T T

Overall, Budget 2026 may disappoint those looking for massive tax relief or subsidies, but is
nevertheless a credible and creditable effort.

ol TR, T1C 2026 37 W19 T ARTRT T Tehll & 91T IS FATe T FT TG AT HISHSY hl 38T Y 1§
¥, oiferet AT 81 I8 Tes faeawsy it aveT v g
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Debating Budget 2026 as turning point or tinkering
ET

s is widely understood, the annual

Budget is a political document

responding to short to medium-term

economic challenges. Formally, it is an
annual revenue and expenditure statement
outlining the government’s priorities. As with any
financial statement, the fine print matters the
most, not obvious from the media headlines. Yet,
it is useful to read the Budget closely to glean the
broad direction of economic policy, especially as
there are no other long-term policy documents or
explicit economic targets in the public domain to
locate the annual Budget.

Setting to the Budget

The proximate context of the Budget is the recent
eruption of geopolitical turmoil triggered during
the second term of the Donald Trump presidency
in the United States. Many political and economic
arrangements — or, the rules and norms of
international relations that have been in place
since the fall of the Berlin Wall — are now
upended. India’s long-term economic and
security arrangements with Russia are under
threat. Mr. Trump’s steep tariffs on India’s
labour-intensive goods have dashed hopes of a
closer economic relationship with the U.S. In
response, India is seeking closer ties with the
European Union in the form of “mother of all”
free trade agreement (FTA), though its details are
still unclear. India’s import dependence on China
continues despite the policy efforts taken, since
2020, to correct this. Diplomatic relations remain
strained. For instance, China has imposed
restrictions on the exports of critical minerals,
tunnel boring machines and the services of
skilled workers for the electric vehicle (EV)
industry.

Budget 2026-27 needs to be read in this
context, Unlike previously, this Budget highlights
the urgency of strengthening domestic
manufacturing. It also aims to streamline import
duties and procedures in order to reduce imports
and achieve self-reliance, and to speed up
exports.

Factually speaking, the Indian manufacturing
sector has not performed satisfactorily for a while
now, despite headline GDP growth of 6.5% to 7%
annually in real terms (net of inflation), India has
deindustrialised prematurely; the share of
manufacturing in GDP has declined or, at best,
has remained constant. Manufacturing
employment in total employment has also

R. Nagaraj

was with the Indira
Gandhi Institute of
Development
Research

(IGIDR), Mumbai

Budget 2026-27
needs to be
read in the
context of
much
geopolitical
turmoil

declined. The official GDP numbers for
manufacturing seem overstated due to infirmities
in estimation. Alternative figures, based on the
more reliable Annual Survey of Industries (ASD),
based on time-tested production accounts of
factories, show distinctly slower output growth
rates. With very modest growth in fixed
investment (or gross fixed capital formation),
industrial capacity has eroded during the last
decade.

Rising import dependence for most capital and
intermediate goods is a reason for modest
industrial performance. An inverted duty
structure wherein intermediate goods face higher
tariffs than final goods seems to be responsible
for the poor industrial investments. Policy
initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ (2014), Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat (or Self-Reliant India Movement)
in 2020 and Production Linked Incentives (2021)
seem to have largely failed to dent India’s rising
import dependence in manufactured goods
despite some widely applauded successes in
mobile phone assembly (with high import
content, best exemplified by Apple iPhone
exports).

Hence, the Budget aims to tackle domestic
vulnerabilities.

The tariff modifications seem to correct for the
inverted duty structures (IDS) by reducing basic
customs duties on capital and intermediate goods
in order to encourage domestic value addition.
Likewise, rationalising procedures at points of
entry of goods would perhaps reduce delays, thus
improving ease of production and exports.

Focus on electronics, the China factor

The Budget makes substantial provision for
augmenting the production of electronics parts
and sub-assemblies, which form the single largest
product-group of dependence on China. The
same holds for rare earth materials (used in the
production of EVs and electronic goods) — a
choke point as the Economic Survey recently and
rightly highlighted. To tackle it, the Budget
proposes to create a dedicated rare earths
corridor running through “mineral-rich States of
Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
... to promote mining, processing, research and
manufacturing”. Similar to encouraging the
production of lithium-ion cells for battery
storage, the Budget proposes to extend the tax
exemption on capital goods to produce these
items.

Debating Budget 2026 as turning point or tinkering
d9TC 2026 T SEH: FIUT I UF fAVIAE AlS § AT Hael A aGa1a?

Policymakers perceive India’s trade integration
has to begin with labour-intensive goods. Now,
with the Trump tariffs on India’s exports, there is
an acute need to enhance the productivity of
such goods to overcome these tariffs and ensure
diversification away from the U.S. In line with this
view, the Budget has laid emphasis on promoting
new Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) clusters, modernising the old or “legacy”
clusters (about 120 of them), and providing
financial assistance to MSMEs to tap the capital
market. In principle, these measures are
welcome.

However, the Budget seems to fall short in
efforts to boost fixed investment. To augment
industrial capabilities, India needs to encourage
investments in high-tech industries. Such
technologies are mostly proprietary items of
multinational corporations that often come
bundled with foreign direct investment (FDI). In
recent years, net FDI, as a ratio of GDP, has
become practically zero. The Budget seems to
make little effort to correct for the decline in
foreign high-tech investments. Geopolitical
uncertainties perhaps make it difficult to attract
such technology-intensive investments, at least
for now.

While the government is committed to
Ppromoting exports, the Budget has permitted
firms located in special economic zones (SEZs) to
sell a part of their output in domestic territory.
This seems regressive. The government should
tackle their hurdles to augment exports, rather
than choose the softer option of allowing sales in
the domestic market.

A silence on Centre-State fiscal issues

The Budget, which has been presented in a
difficult global context, seems well-intentioned to
tackle import dependence in domestic
manufacturing to attain greater self-reliance,
However, considering the uncertainties, the
Budget seems silent on many difficult issues.
Centre-State fiscal issues have also been
overlooked, considering the impending
implementation of the recommendations of the
Sixteenth Finance Commission. Whether the
proposed measures would yield desired results to
reverse India’s industrial decline and import
dependence (especially on China, a strategic
threat) would depend on the specifics of the
proposals (which we have not seen) and how they
are implemented.

e Many political and economic arrangements — or, the rules and norms of international
relations that have been in place since the fall of the Berlin Wall — are now upended.

FS ToTeiliae 3R 3P Fged — 37T AT Jael & 3 FIH 33K Axes o afea
&R & GeTel & 16 & o] & — 379 3eTe-Jole g1 AT g |
¢ India’s long-term economic and security arrangements with Russia are under threat.

T o HTY R 1 Ererehiieres 3T AR FRaT Tae AT T # &

e Forinstance, China has imposed restrictions on the exports of critical minerals, tunnel

boring machines and the services of skilled workers for the electric vehicle (EV) industry.

3GENT & fort, it o Ageaqut @fesil, ete aifer #fet 31 safdes aeat (EV) 3@ & fow

erer SRR 1 Y3t FovalTer o ity T B

¢ India has deindustrialised prematurely; the share of manufacturing in GDP has declined

or, at best, has remained constant.

HRT &1 AT § Iga 31+ &9 (deindustrialisation) g3 &; GDP # fafaaior & feeam
geT § a1 1fead ufa #& R wr gl
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Manufacturing employment in total employment has also declined.

el TSR H TATAATOT AsTeTR a7 TR ot ver B

Policy initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ (2014), Aatma Nirbhar Bharat (or Self-Reliant
India Movement) in 2020 and Production Linked Incentives (2021) seem to have largely
failed to dent India’s rising import dependence in manufactured goods despite some widely
applauded successes in mobile phone assembly (with high import content, best exemplified
by Apple iPhone exports).

‘A 3 3T3AT (2014), ATATANT R (IT Self-Reliant India Movement) 2020 3 3k
Production Linked Incentives (2021) St il Ugel, AATSe Bet AT H $© 19 &9
Q TEY TS I3 & dTasig (3T 3aTd AT & a1y, faeht Hafar 3ae¥er Apple
iPhone exports ¥), %ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁmm%ﬁwﬁmﬁwmmﬁ
[ERERGERICRIGIN

Hence, the Budget aims to tackle domestic vulnerabilities.
31T, ISTC T 3E0T T HHAGIRAT & et B
The tariff modifications seem to correct for the inverted duty structures (IDS) by reducing

basic customs duties on capital and intermediate goods in order to encourage domestic value
addition.

SR HMereT et Yo T (IDS) T GURSA 3 TlId 81 8, [Tda o] Hed Faeie &t
WieaTiee @it o forT goit 3R AEg e aeg3it ) 7 WaAT e gerdm aan 3|

Similar to encouraging the production of lithium-ion cells for battery storage, the Budget
proposes to extend the tax exemption on capital goods to produce these items.

ST $1SRUT & lithium-ion cells & 3cUTeaT &1 TeHTTEd el T X, ToTe JoT aE3NT & ScdreeT
& T Jaflerd a3l TR a1 §E TGT) T T AT B

Policymakers perceive India’s trade integration has to begin with labour-intensive goods.
AfATAATAT A1 § T 8 7 SATIR TehIahauT s1e7-9eTer a3t & 9% gl 1R

Now, with the Trump tariffs on India’s exports, there is an acute need to enhance the

productivity of such goods to overcome these tariffs and ensure diversification away from the
u.s.

e, AR & AT 9 goq SR & /1, 3e7 SRl IR et 3R 3rafeT ¥ o afaehenor
iARerd et & fow T a&g3it 1 Scureshar Fele i ol LT &

In line with this view, the Budget has laid emphasis on promoting new Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSME) clusters, modernising the old or “legacy” clusters (about 120
of them), and providing financial assistance to MSMEs to tap the capital market.

3 SISEHIVT & 31T&Y, SoIC o AT Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME) clusters
Y FQIaT &a, G T “legacy” FeECH (TTSHT 120) T ITTAHHIOT H¥et, I MSMEs &1 it
Waﬁt@ﬂﬁ%@rﬁ?ﬁﬂasludl Uelel el UX SR fear 81

In principle, these measures are welcome.

fAcuida:, 3 391 E@eTaATT ¢

However, the Budget seems to fall short in efforts to boost fixed investment.
gTelifeh, dolc AR fA39r (fixed investment) FT TaTeT & TITET H HHAR TdId 8IdT &

To augment industrial capabilities, India needs to encourage investments in high-tech
industries.

AT STHAAT3T Sl Tgle & foIT, 9 1 gTE-¢a 3T H Aaer I gicanfgd &
RIS B

Such technologies are mostly proprietary items of multinational corporations that often
come bundled with foreign direct investment (FDI).

ﬁﬁaﬁ%m:wm@rﬁﬁﬁm(propriemwmﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁwm
el frdrer (FDI) & @mer St @i 81
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¢ Inrecent years, net FDI, as a ratio of GDP, has become practically zero.

gleT o Nt &, GDP & 37eIUTeT 3 Yty FDI oiaTs7aT e &1 IR & |

e The Budget seems to make little effort to correct for the decline in foreign high-tech

investments.

gore faeell gr§-2 forder a1 31§ FRTae sl GURS & folv agcl e A Rl g3 foar 2|

Budget 2026 bets big on industrial growth

economy is experiencing a rare goldilocks

period of high economic growth and low
inflation. The Indian economy has become the
fourth largest, overtaking Japan, retaining its tag
of being one of the fastest growing economies.
Beneath the headline numbers lie some inherent
challenges, which could be amplified by the
uncertainty emanating from the geopolitical
crises and tariff wars, and have the potential to
hinder long-term growth. A fine balance between
optimism and realistic assessment is needed at
this juncture to sustain growth and enhance
welfare. The Budget attempts this with a slew of
long- and short-term measures. It lays out a grand
vision, skips specificities and maintains
continuity over short-term policy stimuli.

The raise in the capex target to ¥12.2 lakh crore
for FY27 from #11.2 lakh crore earmarked for the
current fiscal signals continuity in maintaining
growth primarily fuelled by public infrastructure
expenditure. Reaffirming a commitment to fiscal
consolidation while continuing to prioritise
capital spending to support growth, the fiscal
deficit target has been set at 4.3% of GDP for
2026-27.

Budget 2026-27 comes at a time when the

Sticking to fiscal prudence
The Budget shows that the overarching macro
policy objective is to stick to fiscal prudence as
the proposed numbers seem to be on the path of
targeting the debt-to-GDP ratio of 50% in the
midterm though it would be at 55.6% this year.
Fiscal deficit involves a gross borrowing of ¥17.2
trillion and a net borrowing of ¥11.7 trillion.
Though the net outflow from the market is the
same, the gross borrowing is higher than last
year. Growth in nominal GDP has been assumed
to be above 10%, which appears more realistic.
When we assume growth of 6.8%-7.2% in real
GDP, as in the Economic Survey, inflation will be
at 2.9%-3.2% in terms of the GDP deflator. This
tends to indicate an average CPI inflation of closer
to 4%-plus in the year ahead. These numbers will
change when the new series of GDP is published.
However, there may not be too much room for

et -
M. Suresh Babu
is Director, Madras

Institute of
Development Studies

The Budget has
a slew of long-
and short-term
measures with a
view to
maintaining
continuity over
short-term
policy stimuli

further rate cuts in this scenario, given the larger
borrowing programme.

Support for frontier sectors

Marking a stark departure from earlier Budgets,
the focus on the manufacturing sector was right
in the beginning of the Finance Minister’s Budget
speech. There is a concerted attempt to push
industrial growth by targeting the emerging,
legacy and the Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) including the khadi and
handicrafts sectors.

The expansion of support for seven strategic
and frontier manufacturing sectors, which
includes semiconductors, electronics
components, biopharma, chemicals, capital
goods and textiles, is an intent to move beyond
Production Linked Incentives. The Electronics
Component Manufacturing Scheme outlay was
increased to ¥40,000 crore, while the India
Semiconductor Mission 2.0 was announced to
deepen domestic chip manufacturing and reduce
reliance on vulnerable global supply chains.

The Budget also announced 10,000 crore for
a new container manufacturing scheme and
reinforced the logistics backbone that is critical to
export competitiveness through major freight
corridors and transport investments. It also
responded to disruptions caused by the tariff
conflict between China and the United States,
which has tightened access to critical minerals,
most of which are inputs for electronics, defence
equipment, electric vehicles and renewable
energy systems.

Measures are addressed towards the export
sectors hit by higher U.S. duties, particularly
textiles, leather and seafood. The
announcements related to MSMEs signal a shift
toward a structural strengthening of financing.
The proposed 10,000 crore small and medium
enterprises (SME) Growth Fund is expected to
complement bank credit by addressing the equity
gap for scalable enterprises.

The Budget sprang some surprises. First,
despite the huge gap between intention and
execution of disinvestments, there is an

Budget 2026 bets big on industrial growth
FoIC 2026 o 3iteAArE R 9T 737 &g e

o Budget 2026-27 comes at a time when the economy is experiencing a rare goldilocks period

of high economic growth and low inflation.

S9IC 2026-27 W THI H 31T & 519 Fcqaeyr 3oa 3T gefer 3R e Forehifa & gorst

goldilocks period T 37]$d X BT ¢

e Middle Pleistocene epoch, approximately 800,000 to 300,000 years ago. This phase
overlaps with the evolution of Homo heidelbergensis and early Homo sapiens.

e The Indian economy has become the fourth largest, overtaking Japan, retaining its tag of

being one of the fastest growing economies.

AR 3rdfegaea gt Tt a8t o 915 §, STt 1 A D15 g, 3R gferar B g A weedt

Hﬁmﬂaﬁﬁ@mmﬁ‘raﬂwg@%l

e The Budget shows that the overarching macro policy objective is to stick to fiscal prudence
as the proposed numbers seem to be on the path of targeting the debt-to-GDP ratio of 50%

in the midterm though it would be at 55.6% this year.
FoTe gRiTaT & o Saraeh Aol AT 3ec 2T ARSI Faww= o« e g §, Fife wearfad
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expectation of revenue realisation from
disinvestments. The target for last year was
¥47,000 crore of which only ¥8,768 crore was
realised. Second, it laid out a proposal for global
cloud service providers such as Microsoft, Google
and Amazon to use more Indian data centres,
promising zero tax until 2047 on global cloud
services provided by them through an Indian
entity and from an Indian data centre.
Twenty-two years of tax concession is one of the
longest ever. Third, despite the low employment
elasticity of the services sector, it anticipates
higher employment generation in this sector. This
seems contradictory as we see Artificial
Intelligence and other technologies pushing jobs
out of segments within services. Fourth, the push
for more data centres does not seem to be backed
by more thrust on power generation, as these
centres cONsume More power.

Finally, though the Economic Survey pointed
out the paradox in the system, that is a very good
economy coexisting with a rather volatile rupee,
the Budget maintains a silence on this.

The gaps

Though the Budget starts with a thrust on the
manufacturing sector, it needs to be
complemented with a comprehensive industrial
policy. Otherwise, these announcements would
remain disjointed parts of a larger package. The
focus on industrial growth also need sustained
domestic demand, on which there is little
discussion. The effective capital expenditure for
2025-26 was budgeted at ¥15,48,282 crore but the
actual has only been ¥14,03,906 crore, This
shortfall affects the assumed multipliers and
demand generation thereof. As external demand
is volatile, domestic employment and income
growth are crucial for expansion of the
manufacturing sector. This has the potential of
turning out to be the weak link especially during
a period of price rise. Ensuring this would be the
challenge for 2026-27, for which we need to run a
marathon and a sprint at the same time

The views expressed are personal
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3778 FEAH 31afr 31 debt-to-GDP ratio 50% & wT&=T &1 faam 31 el 81 & grelifes a5 3@ ay
55.6% g1

Fiscal deficit involves a gross borrowing of €17.2 trillion and a net borrowing of 11.7 trillion.

STy T1e # ¥17.2 fefraer o1 Teher 3UR 3R 211.7 feforet &7 ey 3uR enfAe gl

The Budget also announced ¥10,000 crore for a new container manufacturing scheme and
reinforced the logistics backbone that is critical to export competitiveness through major
freight corridors and transport investments.

FoIE o AT sheert RATFATOT ANsralr & fow 10,000 F(3 1 wiwor o iy 3R Jo7@ ATl Golrs
AfORIRT o IRage faei & aAregs @ o ufaeqeicaesnar & faw Agcaqol difaifesd

TR & AT fonaT|

The proposed ¥10,000 crore small and medium enterprises (SME) Growth Fund is expected
to complement bank credit by addressing the equity gap for scalable enterprises.

gEATiad 10,000 FU3 FT small and medium enterprises (SME) Growth Fund, AR 39
3T & TIT equity gap 1 HNTRIT e doh 0T T [Teh Telol 1 3FAIG o

The Budget sprang some surprises.

SoIE o o 3MTd Y& |

First, despite the huge gap between intention and execution of disinvestments, there is an
expectation of revenue realisation from disinvestments.

ggell, disinvestments & 3X1¢ 31X fohdleadst & i< 93 3} & STas[g, disinvestments &
TeTEa IS &7 37967 Hr 7S &

The target for last year was ¥47,000 crore of which only ¥8,768 crore was realised.
oo a¥ T 6T 47,000 F03 24T, fSTH F hadl 8,768 FAS & 9o g3l

Second, it laid out a proposal for global cloud service providers such as Microsoft, Google
and Amazon to use more Indian data centres, promising zero tax until 2047 on global cloud
services provided by them through an Indian entity and from an Indian data centre.

G, Microsoft, Google 3R Amazon 319 dfRaeh Fell38 AT YeIdT3iT & forw 31feies st Ser
e 3TANT A ol TEATT T@T 1T, 3R FIRAT SHhTS & ATETH & TAT IRAT ST e F & a1$

3fRae FolT3s VATl I 2047 T zero tax T drar fHAT 7|
Twenty-two years of tax concession is one of the longest ever.
22 gy Fr X RITd 319 d H Fa8 oet RIAIdi # § Th g

Third, despite the low employment elasticity of the services sector, it anticipates higher
employment generation in this sector.

T, Qe &7 T A employment elasticity & STaS[g, I8 58 &7 & 37f8h USTITR il T

39T T B

This seems contradictory as we see Atrtificial Intelligence and other technologies pushing
jobs out of segments within services.

g faRrememe gl 81aT § i g @ & o Artificial Intelligence 3R 37T dereilsh JaT3it
F MR Fo et § At 7 aew = @ g

Fourth, the push for more data centres does not seem to be backed by more thrust on power
generation, as these centres consume more power.

T, 317 3T FeR & foIw AR, STl 3curesT W 31T s & FAfT =181 fe@ar, ife 3
e 3 faeTel @9d ad &l

Finally, though the Economic Survey pointed out the paradox in the system, that is a very
good economy coexisting with a rather volatile rupee, the Budget maintains a silence on this.

37T, Jed T Economic Survey = JUTTelT & 33 fARTETSI S R Hehel o o Teh Tgt e
3egEEAT o WY Teh 3UaTISh T8N 94T 1 HiS[E §, Foic 38 WX Al Ja0 @ ¢
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The gaps
HIAYT / siawe

e Though the Budget starts with a thrust on the manufacturing sector, it needs to be
complemented with a comprehensive industrial policy.

ETolTTeh srofe RARHIOT &1 TR ST 3 AT Y BT &, et 39 Tk T it +hfer & o3

R ST 31792 B
e Otherwise, these announcements would remain disjointed parts of a larger package.
g, I GYUTT ek 93 Fohat & IrAacy eed Jeir ol

e The focus on industrial growth also need sustained domestic demand, on which there is little
discussion.

3NN FEfTr R Piehd o ForT fAcR ke AT Y 37 3Tagehl &, TS 9N gl A 71 81

o The effective capital expenditure for 2025-26 was budgeted at ¥15,48,282 crore but the
actual has only been ¥14,03,906 crore.

2025-26 o ToIT T$TdT GaileTed <3 ¥15,48,282 S Soic TohdT ITT AT, Aifehe] AEideh shael
¥14,03,906 F3 TET &

e This shortfall affects the assumed multipliers and demand generation thereof.
I A A AT multipliers 3R 3T g1 ATl AT FoTol T THATTIA Fcll o

e As external demand is volatile, domestic employment and income growth are crucial for
expansion of the manufacturing sector.
e e T 31T T ¥, ST AT 817 % R 39 e AR 3R 3 gafe
3 Hgea T & |

e This has the potential of tuming out to be the weak link especially during a period of price
rise.

I% AT ¥ & HeT Faftr i 37 F FASAR FH37 Wi glel h FHEGAT TEdT 5

o Ensuring this would be the challenge for 2026-27, for which we need to run a marathon and a
sprint at the same time.

38 gAfRad e 2026-27 & forw il grem, forees fow g91 v ary Fer 3R fie gat
gzt fr s B

Building on a tax gamble that did not pay off

The government should have gone back to the drawing board if its existing strategies were not working

ne interesting thing
about the Budger is
that people usually do
not do a reality check

vis-a-vis the previous Budget be-
cause the current one takes centre

gross tax revenue would have
been much higher than 1.92 lakh
crore (tax part of the chai

To be sure, this shortfall in itself
could be dismissed as a mistake in
expectations. But when expendi-

Awhopping shortfall in tax revenue  Expenditure shortfall

Revised estimate (RE) minus budget estimates (BE) of Budget

2025-26 (in crares 3)

Gross Tax Revenue

Total Expenditure

Revised estimate (RE) minus budget estimates (BE) of Budget
2025-26 (in crore 7]

capex against the other, this would
not have been an issue. But if ca-
pex in infrastructure comes at the
cost of capex in the form of deve-
lopment expenditures, and that
too in an economy where gainful

61
Rohit Azad stage. Since Budget 202627 is | tures are linked to tax collections Capital Expenditure 25335 employment is limited, there is a
teaches quite run of the mill, it will not be | (which they strictly are under the Corporation Tax . +27,000 Food Subsidy serious problem. We keep boast-
Ecanomics at out of place to start with the last | rules of fiscal deficit targets), the Fertiliser Subsidy ing about our demographic divi-
INU Bi t. matter is far more serious. When Taxes on Income Petroleum Subsidy dend, which is going to peak in
If there is one thing you would | spending is directly tied to reve- Defence 2030, but we have lost most of it

recall about Budger 202526, itwas | nue collections, a shortfall of this Union Excise . Y9550 oicuiture 6,985 already with a high unemploy-

the big-ticke ofan i inevitably results in Education -6,701 ment rate among the youth. For

tax cut for the | sharp expenditure cuts. Not sur- |  Customs . 18250 3,68 women, particularly in the urban

The government
assumed that despite the tax cut,

prisingly, there has almost been an
across-the-board cut in expendi

osT -131,520

Rural Development

Urban Development

53,067

-39,573

areas, it is even worse.

Indranil income tax revenues would goup | ture (expenditure part of the cource: Urion Budast - X Missing targets

Chowdhury  because of higher compliance and | chart). Even the nuch-touted cap- oree: Unien Budast documen's 20262 Source: Union Budget documents 2026-2 What could the Budget have done
vasch rise in middle-class incomes. But | ital expenditure (capex) saw a cut, instead? First, it should have kept
E";:;m . didthat happen? as did agriculture, education, | without itsimports countering the | the government to focus on dom- | have gone back to the drawing | its hawkish fiscal stance in
PGDAV College, health, rural as well as urbun deve- | fall, the external situation for India | estic demand as well, at least as | board if their existing strategies | abeyance, especially for an uncer-
Delhi UWEM; Looking back lopment. A mistake in the govern- | may actually worsen. The Eco-  plan B. A run-ofthe-mill Budget =~ were not working? And yet what | tain year such as this. It should

‘As we had argued last year in these
columns, the tax gamble may not
pay off and it has not. Income tax
revenues have fallen woefully
short of the estimated 14.38 lakh
crore. In the Revised Estimate
(RE), the collection is 13.12 lakh
crore, so a shortfall of 1.26 lakh
crore. Add to that a similar short-
fall 0f 1.31 lakh crore in GST collec-
tions. But for a marginally berter
than expected performance from
corporate tax, union and excise
duties, the shortfall in the overall
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ment's expectations cost the poor
their income, their employment,
their education and, their health.

Not for 2026

Budget 2026-27 needs to evaluated
in light of this. This is going to be
an uncertain year, both politically
and economically. India is preca-
riously placed berween a current
account surplus with the U.S. but a
deficit with China. If its exports
gets affected as a result of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariff war,

nomic Survey at least acknow-
ledged this possibility, although
with a low probability of 10%. In a
fundamentally uncertain world
that we currently find ourselves in,
you don’t want to take refuge in
probability theory.

The Budget seems to have taken
this probability a little too literally.
1t has been planned as if we are
still in 2025 and such a worsening
of the external sector may not hap-
pen. If the external demand ac-
tually worsens, it is important for

like this one would have been fine
in normal times but not this year.
The focus remains on fiscal pru-
dence, capex, supply-side mea-
sures for employment, and credit
guarantees to MSMEs, much like
the previous Budget or the ones
before. Despite the same macroe-
conomic approach in earlier Bud-
gets, employment numbers, par-
ticularly among the youth, have
not been encouraging at all. Cor-
porate investment has not been
either. Should not the government

we got is more of the same. This
lack of imagination comes from a
blinkered vision of how the econo-
my works. Supply-side measures
work only when complemented
with demand, not on their own.
Let us again take the case of pu-
blic capex as a demand measure.
All capex are not the same. Capex
in agriculture or health or educa-
not the same as capex in
highways. The first creates jobs
along with boosting demand. Now
in a world where you don't pit cne

have prioritised employment in-
tensive development expenditure,
and welfare expenditure, which al-
so have a multiround demand
generating capacity. And second,
this was perhaps the year to take
the pollution bull by the horn. Pe-
ople were on the streets of Delhi
demanding action. For the first
time, it became a political issue.
We needed a war on pollution but
it does not even find a mention, let
alone allocation. It is an opportun-
ity lost.
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Building on a tax gamble that did not pay off
F-Hael SR g T 3T TG, ST T AT gIHT

The govermment should have gone back to the drawing board if its existing strategies were
not working

THR HT, TG 3T AT WEATAAT H1H 67 a1 @ AT, dF 78 Aor=nas Faar & ard T d
YB3 AT AT Ay

One interesting thing about the Budget is that people usually do not do a reality check vis-a-
vis the previous Budget because the current one takes centre stage.

FoIc T Ueh e olded §1d Ig & 1o ol MAAR IR TS doic & TeeT # reality check &Y sia
Fifh TIHATT TSI &1 che, 7 3T ST &

Since Budget 2026-27 is quite run of the mill, it will not be out of place to start with the last
Budget.

Yk S1C 2026-27 T HHY &, SHIAT S Fole A YOI AT I oI w761 gram|

If there is one thing you would recall about Budget 2025-26, it was the big-ticket
announcement of an unprecedented tax cut for the “middle class”.

IfE o 2025-26 FH1 T o1 I1G I8, ot 96 AR Far@” & AT 313dqd a1 weld Hr o
GO Y|

The govemment assumed that despite the tax cut, income tax revenues would go up
because of higher compliance and rise in middle-class incomes.

DR & AT o T el & draefe, 31T 3e]arers 3R TATSE Ferg S I deat & ITF
TSTET §¢ AT

But did that happen?

<ifehet SFT U E3AT?

Looking back
S et o

As we had argued last year in these columns, the tax gamble may not pay ofi and it has not.
ST R g e ool aY 3T icil 31 Teh &2 AT, g T &id Thel o781 G 3 JE Thel AgT 3|
Income tax revenues have fallen woefully short of the estimated 14.38 lakh crore.

3R JSTEd HeTATTICT 14.38 |G FUT A G A T 8

In the Revised Estimate (RE), the collection is 13.12 lakh crore, so a shortfall of 1.26 lakh
crore.

TN 31TA (RE) 3 T 13.12 1@ $5 &, TT= 1.26 A H8 A HAT|
Add to that a similar shortfall of 1.31 lakh crore in GST collections.
sOH GST TIIg # 1.31 @ FU3 HT AT FHaT 8y NS

But for a marginally better than expected performance from corporate tax, union and excise
duties, the shortfall in the overall gross tax revenue would have been much higher than 1.92
lakh crore (tax part of the chart).

Ifg FraRe ¢, gferae iR vawmss sgE & 31967 I ANST S T o Bial, dF Fol Hehel T
TG H FHAT 1.92 A1 FUS T Fel ATh gl (TTC DT FF A1) |

To be sure, this shortfall in itself could be dismissed as a mistake in expectations.
AT &9 8, 38 FHT I AT 3 T FgaX QIR [hAT ST FhT B

But when expenditures are linked to tax collections (which they strictly are under the rules of
flscal deflcit targets), the matter is far more serious.
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Qe ST T Y AT U I3 & (S ToTepIIT |er wrelt & ot 3 g Jed @ 3 8l §), ar
HIHT gl 3T IR 8 1T gl

¢ When spending is directly tied to revenue collections, a shortfall of this magnitude inevitably
results in sharp expenditure cuts.

STd T A ST TG A 3T 8T, Al Sclelt T51 el AT & § ST 7 helell &l HROT Felell
el

o Not surprisingly, there has almost been an across-the-board cut in expenditure (expenditure
part of the chart).

3T g o oo 3 ST &% & A el g3 ¥ (I 7 o7 ) |

e Even the much-touted capital expenditure (capex) saw a cut, as did agriculture,
education, health, rural as well as urban development.

Wwﬁﬁ?wﬁﬁwaﬂﬂ'@apex)ﬁﬁﬂmgé, ary g N, e, Fareey, arefior
T erEdt R A o

o A mistake in the government’s expectations cost the poor their income, their employment,
their education and, their health.

Wﬁﬁﬁ}ﬁﬁg@ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁmaﬁrm, USTATR, AT 3R T2 oY 31 3Tel|

Not for 2026
2026 & forw gt

e Budget 2026-27 needs to evaluated in light of this.
ToIC 2026-27 T Hedishel 8T I3[ # foham S =g

e This is going to be an uncertain year, both politically and economically.
g IY TeAfaren 3R HTTF—alAT §9 § HATIT @t arer g

¢ India is precariously placed between a current account surplus with the U.S. but a deflcit with
China.

HRA Ueh ATgfeh AT 7 §—3rARHT & &1 =] @iy & 318, oifehet et & @ wrer|

o Ifits exports gets afiected as a result of President Donald Trump’s tarifi war, without its
imports countering the fall, the external situation for India may actually worsen.

Ifg Teguf Sieres ga & SR Jau & HROTHRA & e genfaa gia €, 31k 3mard 38
TARTge &Y $RUTS FA8T hd, df IR T 918l AT areaa # f9ors I g1

e The Economic Survey at least acknowledged this possibility, although with a low probability
of 10%.

Economic Survey & &H ¥ & 3T GHTTAT I TR fhaT, gTelilh 10% T FHeT THTGT

||

¢ |n a fundamentally uncertain world that we currently find ourselves in, you don’t want to take
refuge in probability theory.
o #feret: AR gferar # &1 377eT €, 353 379 probability theory ST HgRT ¢! el TG |
e The Budget seems to have taken this probability a little too literally.

ToIC o S8 TG 1 $& 3T & Afeceh &7 A o forar gelid g g

e |t has been planned as if we are still in 2025 and such a worsening of the extemal sector may
not happen.

U U TioTeTecy fodT I § Ar g 3191 8f7 2025 7 g 3R are & v v foersd feafar
QIE o &

o If the external demand actually worsens, it is important for the government to focus on
domestic demand as well, at least as plan B.

I I AT aEd 7 TS €, dF THR & FoIT ele] AT 9 €11 &1 AgcaquT &, F §
% plan B & ¥9 #H|
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¢ A run-of-the-mill Budget like this one would have been flne in normal times but not this year.
VT HAI-HT Soic ATAT THT H S 8T, difched 39 av 81|

e The focus remains on flscal prudence, capex, supply-side measures for employment, and
credit guarantees to MSMEs, much like the previous Budget or the ones before.

lhd 31 81 TSt WTaHTe, capex, ST & supply-side 34T, 3 MSMEs %I i3
mwmgm%,mﬁaﬁmmsaa Ugol & Solel ST

o Despite the same macroeconomic approach in earlier Budgets, employment numbers,
particularly among the youth, have not been encouraging at all.

Ugel o Sstel H T TET HshlSehial [Heh gioeehioT 16T &, Tthe off ASRIR & 371ehs, Wrehy Farait &,
et scHTESIeteh =7t & &1

e Corporate investment has not been either.
rafle fAaer off ¢t ser |

¢ Should not the government have gone back to the drawing board if their existing strategies
were not working?

e FHISIET WA 1t 16T < ET &, AT T THR HT o & AT TR F APl 7T aeredr
IR 2A?

¢ And yet what we got is more of the same.
3R AT 80 g3 T Qe 3UTAT o alerd g el |
e This lack of imagination comes from a blinkered vision of how the economy works.
FoTATRITeIdT &1 TE AT IRTCTTEAT & HIH Fel & clieh I oleh Teh HehloT IS { 3TeH &
e Supply-side measures work only when complemented with demand, not on their own.
Supply-side 3T et ST I § T8 3o HIET o AL YTeh ThT ST, 37ehel 8T |
e Letus again take the case of public capex as a demand measure.
3TST HIT 39T & T H ATdeiieish capex T 3&T8I0T fh o |
e All capex are not the same.
T3 capex T ST 78T 81|
e Capex in agriculture or health or education is not the same as capex in highways.
Y, Taee a1 8T A capex, 18 # capex SHT LT BT
e The flIrst creates jobs along with boosting demand.
TgT, FT FeTet & TTI-TTY AT & ST e B

e Now in a world where you don’t pit one capex against the other, this would not have been an
issue.

319 I T g gicl STel Ueh capex &1 gAY & T 81 T@T ST, o T§ HHEAT 761 gl

e Butif capex in infrastructure comes at the cost of capex in the form of development
expenditures, and that too in an economy where gainful employment is limited, there is a
serious problem.

AAfeheT I gewrEeFar H capex A T & T H capex F HFHT 9T 31T &, 3R ag off ol
3 IITEAT H @1 AMHFBRT ISR AT §, T T8 IR FaEam g

o We keep boasting about our demographic dividend, which is going to peak in 2030, but we
have lost most of it already with a high unemployment rate among the youth.

§# 3795 demographic dividend 9 ST 3T X 8, ST 2030 # A WX g9, wifehet Jarait &
Io SASHTRY &X 3 T & SHHT ST AT Tger &1 T o &
e For women, particularly in the urban areas, it is even worse.

Afgam3iT & fow, RAvet Al &= &, FFufa 31k o @ue B

Missing targets

w8t Y HAT
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o What could the Budget have done instead?
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S Tl Solc FIT Y TehdT AT?

o First, it should have kept its hawkish flscal stance in abeyance, especially for an uncertain
year such as this.

Tgoll, 3 3TsiT Far (hawkish) ISR A1 ST AT TG T1fgT 4T, fadve 59 &
sifafaa avf #)

e It should have prioritised employment intensive development expenditure, and welfare
expenditure, which also have a multi-round demand generating capacity.

Y USHTR-IT8T AP T 3R FoATUTRRT TT &Y TATRSAT St TR T Y, %Iﬂﬁag-ﬂTUﬂ'J
HIIT ool &THT 1 gleil 81
e And second, this was perhaps the year to take the pollution bull by the horn.
3R @R, HerarT: Ig aY AT T YgWoT &l FAEAT 1 WY 3R Aol ®a & gehsT |
e People were on the streets of Delhi demanding action.
ST SHRATS T AT FI g fereelt Y Tghl X A1
e For the fIrst time, it became a political issue.
Tgell SR g Teh ITeilicieh Hegl a1 I
e We needed a war on pollution but it does not even flnd a mention, let alone allocation.

§H UGNUT & T Ueh el hl el AT, olfdhe] SHHT Sl deh 761 o, AT ol g 1 JTcl B

It is an opportunity lost.
TE T TIAT E3T 3G g

Pushing welfare towards the States

The arena of welfare spending has now shifted to the States, while the Centre continues to drive the agenda by legislating and setting norms

udget 202627 for the
social sector is unusual,
as it does not contain
any new flagship

schemes, which had become par
for the course.

Low allocations and spending

However, the neglect of the sector
in actual allocations continues.
Schemes targeted at the most vul-
nerable sections of the population
— children, pregnant women, the
aged, single women and the dis-
abled — such as the National Social
Assistance Programme (NSAP)
providing social security pensions;
SAMARTHYA, which includes ma-
ternity entitlements; PALNA for
creches; PM POSHAN, which pro-
vides mid-day meals in schools;
and Saksham Anganwadi, for
young children have for long re-
ceived low allocations, often de-
clining in real terms. This year too,
the trend continues, with alloca-
tions increasing between 0.2%
(NSAP) to 5.2% (Saksham Angan-
wadi) in nominal terms. Further,
for all these schemes, revised esti-
mates (RE) for 2025-26 are lower
than budget estimates (BE), indi-
cating that even what is budgeted

is not spent.

The story remains the same for
bigger sectors such as health and
education, where 2026-27 BE allo-
cations increase by only 6.4% and
8.3% over 2025-26 BE. Even these
minimal increases need to be ta-
ken with a pinch of salt as 2025-26
RE for both sectors fall below BE
(by 3.7% and 5.2%).

The RE for 2025-26 are lower
than what was initially allocated
across the board for most social
sector heads. The largest declines
are in Urban Development (41%),
Rural Development (20%), Deve-
lopment of the North-East (24%),
and Social Welfare (17%). Schemes
which were hyped in previous
budget announcements see poor
spending. For instance, allocation
for the Jal Jeevan Mission has fallen
from 67,000 crore in the 2025-26
BE to just 17,000 crore in the RE.
The 202526 BE for PMAY-Gra-
meen was 54,832 crore and
PMAY-Urban was 19,794 crore.
The RE for these schemes is much
lower at 332,500 crore and 7,500
crore, respectively; yet, the alloca-
tions in Budget 2026-27 are once
again around the same amounts as
the previous year.

As a share of total expenditure,
allocations to these sectors and
schemes remain around the same.
Overall, centrally sponsored
schemes (CSS) show significant
underspending, with total alloca-
tions falling from %5,41,850 crore
in the 2025-26 BE to %4,20,078
crore in the RE (the 2026-27 BE
stands at 35,48,798 crore).

Misplaced focus
The emphasis on capex to reduce

Pushing welfare towards the States

FITUTHT T FY AT T AT TETAT

Students eat lunch under the mid-day meal scheme, in Kadapa, Andhra Pradesh.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

slackness in the economy conti-
nues, with over 212 lakh crore be-
ing allocated this time. A thorough
assessment of its efficacy in creat-
ing employment or crowding in
private investment is still missing.
The challenges facing the Indian
economy remain the same - lack
of gainful employment opportuni-
ties (especially for the educated
youth), a stunted structural trans-
formation, low productivity and
hence low wages and incomes, re-

sulting in poor purchasing power.
Addressing these requires more
sustained policy interventions and
the Budget alone cannot do much.
Yet, the priorities signalled by
the Budget remain unchanged, fo-
cusing entirely on supply-side
measures in the hope of a market
response. While this has not hap-
pened so far, the relevance of edu-
cation, nutrition, health and social
security for economic policy, and
hence budgets, remains
unacknowledged.

Shifting the burden

A trend in the social sector that
Budget 202627 consolidates is
that spending on welfare is in-
creasingly in the domain of State
governments. Following the 2015
reforms, cost-sharing norms were
changed for most CSS, with grea-
ter spending shifted to States.
While some major schemes conti-
nued to be entirely centrally spon-
sored, with the repealing of the

MGNREGA and the introduction of

the VB-G RAM G, that too has now
changed drastically. The allocation
of over 396,000 crore for VB-G
RAM G in this Budget, for instance,
would only fructify if the States

put in around ¥56,000 crore (with
the new cost-sharing ratio of
60:40). Therefore, to get a true un-
derstanding of welfare spending in
the country, a granular analysis of
State budgets is required.

Do the States have the where-
withal to spend? While the burden
of spending is increasing, the
Centre’s support to the States is
declining. The States’ share in to-
tal tax revenue receipts is only
around 34%, much less than the
Finance Commission-recom-
mended 41%, because of the in-
creasing prevalence of cesses and
surcharges in the Centre’s revenue
receipts. The Finance Commis-
sion’s grants to States have also de-
clined slightly from 1,32,767 crore
in the 202526 BE to 1,29,397
crore in the 2026-27 BE.

The arena of welfare spending
has now shifted to the States,
while the Centre continues to
drive the agenda by legislating and
setting norms. How are States ba-
lancing their own priorities with
the requirements of spending on
central schemes? And what are the
implications for people’s access to
social services? These are the
questions we should be asking.
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e The arena of welfare spending has now shifted to the States, while the Centre continues to
drive the agenda by legislating and setting norms

FEAUHR G HT 417 3T Tl T AR TAAIRT 81 3T &, STfeh g 3T 7 FTefe qetra? 3R
ATTES a9 FI& UoisT o S @M 8

o Budget 2026-27 for the social sector is unusual, as it does not contain any new Jagship
schemes, which had become par for the course.

Ao &1 & Tl Soie 2026-27 AT §, Fifdh 3T IS A FlITiAT ANSTATE 77871 &, ST
3 AHAT ST &7 78 2T

Low allocations and spending
HH Hded IR T

o However, the neglect of the sector in actual allocations continues.
gTolToh, AIEdTah 3TTdcsT & 39 &1F T 3UST SR §1

e Schemes targeted at the most vulnerable sections of the population — children, pregnant
women, the aged, single women and the disabled — such as the National Social
Assistance Programme (NSAP) providing social security pensions; SAMARTHYA, which
includes maternity entitlements; PALNA for creches; PM POSHAN, which provides mid-day
meals in schools; and Saksham Anganwadi, for young children have for long received low
allocations, often declining in real terms.

T HHSR FaN—area, T AT, FIT, Tehol Higen3il HR fEeamii—a fov afera
TISTATY S HTHATTTeh FR&TT 42Tl &ef arell National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP);
HlJcd HTAHRT Afgd SAMARTHYA; e 8 PALNA; Tl & ff15-3 #Hler &t aTell PM
POSHAN; T BI¢ sredi g Saksham Anganwadi 1 o8 §HT & # 3T [Heldl @&, S

IrETTAs § W 37FER gear T 8

e This year too, the trend continues, with allocations increasing between 0.2% (NSAP) to 5.2%
(Saksham Anganwadi) in nominal terms.

38 I o Ty Ygfar ST &, ST&T ATHATT &9 H 316 0.2% (NSAP) § 5.2% (Saksham
Anganwadi) d& & 9T &

e Further, for all these schemes, revised estimates (RE) for 2025-26 are lower than budget
estimates (BE), indicating that even what is budgeted is not spent.

g 37eITdT, 3oT Tl ASTAT31T & fIT 2025-26 & TN 3ATA (RE), SoIc 3 HT (BE) & A
&, St =it & foF Y sofe & @1 aram &, ag o @ 787 gl

e The story remains the same for bigger sectors such as health and education, where 2026—
27 BE allocations increase by only 6.4% and 8.3% over 2025-26 BE.

FarEeT 3R R8T SR 93 &t o Reufer e &, et 2026-27 BE 3Ties, 2025-26 BE T efeT
el 6.4% 3R 8.3% T B

e Even these minimal increases need to be taken with a pinch of salt as 2025-26 RE for both
sectors fall below BE (by 3.7% and 5.2%).

ST TATH SGIALT Y 3T HAE & I oledT AT ik Al &1 & 2025-26 RE, BE & A §
(FeRT: 3.7% 31X 5.2% A)|

o The RE for 2025-26 are lower than what was initially allocated across the board for most
social sector heads.

2025-26 & RE, 3ifAhIer AIAITSIS 819 Hel 7 IRTHE HTaee & Fef [Aelrl A &

e The largest declines are in Urban Development (41%), Rural Development (20%),
Development of the North-East (24%), and Social Welfare (17%).
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Ted 931 1ae Urban Development (41%), Rural Development (20%), Development of

the North-East (24%), 31X Social Welfare (17%) # g1
Schemes which were hyped in previous budget announcements see poor spending.
e srere sT9oTt & et DA T S5t Sramial o aram o, 373 T TR fe@rs & g

For instance, allocation for the Jal Jeevan Mission has fallen from 67,000 crore in the
2025-26 BE to just 17,000 crore in the RE.

3¢T8YuT & foIw, Jal Jeevan Mission &7 37Tde 2025-26 BE # ¥67,000 S & g RE &

Fao 17,000 FU3 T§ AT &

The 2025-26 BE for PMAY-Grameen was ¥54,832 crore and PMAY-Urban was ¥19,794
crore.

PMAY-Grameen & ToIT 2025-26 BE ¥54,832 #3 4T 3ik PMAY-Urban & fow 19,794 #13

1|

The RE for these schemes is much lower at 32,500 crore and ¥7,500 crore, respectively;
yet, the allocations in Budget 2026-27 are once again around the same amounts as the
previous year.

ST TISTeT131T & foIw RE shaaer: 32,500 F:03 31K 7,500 arngaa:ag?rw%; i 87 So7C 2026-
27 H 37ded U IR R ool 9y & 399 &7 I@T 71T &

As a share of total expenditure, allocations to these sectors and schemes remain around the
same.

@m%%@%mﬁ,%ﬂﬁmmﬁaﬁmmmwamgmﬁl

Overall, centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) show signiflcant underspending, with total
allocations falling from ¥5,41,850 crore in the 2025—-26 BE to ¥4,20,078 crore in the RE (the
2026—27 BE stands at ¥5,48,798 crore).

Fol TR, ey TTNTSTI AT (CSS) SeailetId HA-Td fa@rdl §, STel el 3dee 2025-26
BE # ¥5,41,850 #13 ¥ TcaX RE # ¥4,20,078 13 I8 31T ¢ (STafeh 2026—27 BE ¥5,48,798
T8I

Misplaced focus
Tl /$TEHT FIHT LaCT:)

The emphasis on capex to reduce slackness in the economy continues, with over ¥12 lakh
crore being allocated this time.

HITTEAT A FEIT HH e g capex W AR SR 8, R 58 aR 312 1@ FU03 F 3o
3mafed frw arw g

A thorough assessment of its e[Jcacy in creating employment or crowding in private
investment is still missing.

USTITR GoteT AT ST TR0 T AT et 7 b FHTTMCAAT T FHIT 3MTehole 37 37
IHeTITEA B
The challenges facing the Indian economy remain the same — lack of gainful employment

opportunities (especially for the educated youth), a stunted structural transformation, low
productivity and hence low wages and incomes, resulting in poor purchasing power.

AR AU & WA YANTIT TET Foft §S E—MaTehRT AR Irawrt b aly (Frwert
TRITETeT gan3it & fow), Jraeeer SXaelcaes Racl, S Scileendl 3R SHTAT S de g 3719,
S aRoTHEawT %7 AfFT AR g gl

Addressing these requires more sustained policy interventions and the Budget alone cannot
do much.

g7 Gorgal & fAT 31 o AT gedetd fRT 3R 3rshell SroTe S & oTg1 Y HeheT|
Yet, the priorities signalled by the Budget remain unchanged, focusing entirely on supply-side
measures in the hope of a market response.
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T &, SoTe SarT Hehfdd TR JaRafdd &, 3R SToR wfafshar i 3efe # gt e
supply-side 39t 9T g &1

e While this has not happened so far, the relevance of education, nutrition, health and social
security for economic policy, and hence budgets, remains unacknowledged.

STefeh 379 b QT oFel §31 &, MM A AR gafere sere & fore Rvam, dwor, Fareed 3R
HIATTSTE GR&T T JrafTerdr i #ff Tl e 1 18 B

Shifting the burden
ST HT TYTATAOT

e A trend in the social sector that Budget 2026-27 consolidates is that spending on welfare is
increasingly in the domain of State governments.

HATTSF 817 # T Ygfl for Fo1c 2026-27 Ao FT 8, IS & o Hod1oT R T a5 §U
T FIHRT & SRR A ST @I 8

e Following the 2015 reforms, cost-sharing norms were changed for most CSS, with greater
spending shifted to States.

2015 URT & §Te, TSR CSS & AT ARIT-AERT ARTGs deel 71T, o ad 31t @y Tear
T AR g3
o While some major schemes continued to be entirely centrally sponsored, with the repealing of

the MGNREGA and the introduction of the VB-G RAM G, that too has now changed
drastically.

gTelifeh 6 JHT Tl G TRE she; TSI sioil I8, Afehed MGNREGA 1 gt 31k VB-G
RAM G & 3737 & @1y, ag 311 31T hTehT Ferel I1AT & |

e The allocation of over 96,000 crore for VB-G RAM G in this Budget, for instance, would only
fructify if the States put in around ¥56,000 crore (with the new cost-sharing ratio of 60:40).

3CTEX0T & ToIT, 3 sofc # VB-G RAM G & ToIT 96,000 F13 I 3118 T 3mdc asiy wiod

BT T4 W SfaT3HaT ¥56,000 FUS SNV (78 STRTA-HISHENT 3e]dTd 60:40 & 1Y) |
e Therefore, to get a true understanding of welfare spending in the country, a granular analysis
of State budgets is required.

37, S A FHoAT0RRY T T TE TAS & AU A7 qorel 1 oA [A2T0T 312 3

e Do the States have the wherewithal to spend?
FIT TS31 & ITH @ el ! &TAT 87

e While the burden of spending is increasing, the Centre’s support to the States is declining.
e T FT ST 96 @ &, TAT I hg; T TAYT € T ¢

e The States’ share in total tax revenue receipts is only around 34%, much less than the
Finance Commission—recommended 41%, because of the increasing prevalence of cesses
and surcharges in the Centre’s revenue receipts.

el Y JoTEd TITeeTal & AT 1 FEAT dharel STaTeTT 34% 8, i el JTANT G@aRT IRt 41%
T FIRT H &, FATTh che; T TS WA H cesses 3R surcharges T TaeleT 96 I&T ¢

e The Finance Commission’s grants to States have also declined slightly from %1,32,767 crore
in the 2025-26 BE to ¥1,29,397 crore in the 2026-27 BE.

TSIl T fad 3T & 3efereT $ff 2025-26 BE & ¥1,32,767 FR15 U € 2026-27 BE
%1,29,397 FAS & AT |

e The arena of welfare spending has now shifted to the States, while the Centre continues to
drive the agenda by legislating and setting norms.

FHEATUTHRT T T &1 3 U1 T 3R AT g AT §, STaifeh g hlefet FoATa 3 ARIGS I

FTah ToieT TTaT EaT gl
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How are States balancing their own priorities with the requirements of spending on central

schemes?

TS AT FrRITAGATHT T FEIT ANTA3T T T & ITAIRATIHT & A1 F8 AT T T 872
And what are the implications for people’s access to social services?

3R FTATTSF AT Tk eIl T TG T SHh FAT T Eiar?

These are the questions we should be asking.

T d 9T ¢ Sl §H Y@ A1igy|

& LN
Zico
Dasgupta
teaches
‘economics at
Azim Premyji
University

What the new fiscal rule means for growth and spending

he direction of fiscal
T policy is influenced by
the nature of fiscal poli-
cy rules. The present

fiscal policy rule of the Union go-
vernment is informed by what can
be termed as sound finance rules,
where the government typically
aims to meet a given borrowing
target. While India has been large-
ly following sound finance rules
since the implementation of the
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act, 2003,
there have been two modifications
since the last year.

First, in contrast to the FRBM
Act, where the fiscal deficit-GDP
ratio acted as the primary policy
target, it is the debt-GDP ratio
which appears as the primary pol-
icy target in the new policy rule.
Second, the targeted level of debt-
GDP ratio in the new rule stands at
around 50%, which the govern-
ment proposes to meet by 2031.
The new rule allows the govern-

ment to sustain higher debt-GDP

ratio as compared to the level sug-

gested in the FRBM Act (40%).
There are at least two implica-

tions of the present variant of

Deficit reduction in FY27 is driven largely by cuts in development expenditure, particularly in the rural and agricultural sectors

sound finance rule for this year’s
Budget. First, since the present le-
vel of debt-GDP ratio stands above
the targeted level, the government
has aimed to reduce its debt-ratio
by reducing the primary deficits
and fiscal deficits from 0.8% and
4.4% in FY 2026 to 0.7% and 4.3%
respectively in FY 2027. The fiscal
consolidation strategy is similar to
one pursued since FY 2022.

Second, the new target of debt-
GDP ratio has provided greater fis-
cal space to the government as
compared to the FRBM Act. While
both the primary and the fiscal
deficits have been reduced for
FY27, the magnitude by which
they have been reduced is less sev-
ere compared to the period since
FY22.

Meeting the fiscal target

Any reduction in primary deficits
and fiscal deficits requires the go-
vernment to reduce its expendi-
tures as compared to the non-debt
receipts. The Budget Estimate (BE)
of FY27 indicates a fall in the go-
vernment’s share of non-debt re-
ceipts in GDP t0 9.3% as

account of the fall in the share of
indirect taxes and GST, both of
which indicate a decline by 0.3%
points in FY27 as compared to
FY26.

Amid lower non-debt receipts,
the reduction in deficits in FY27 is
brought about by a more than pro-
portionate fall in the share of total

in GDP. As

o 9.5% in FY26. This is largely on

10 13.9% in FY26, the BE of expen-

Afarmer walks past his wheat and sugarcane field on the outskirts of Amritsar. AFP

diture-GDP ratio indicates a de-
cline in FY27 to 13.6%. While the
capital expenditure-GDP ratio re-
mains roughly at the same level
(3.1%), the reduction in expendi-
ture ratio is brought about by the
reduction in revenue expenditure.
This trend is similar to the pre-
vious years, where the govern-
ment has aimed to change the
composition of expenditures in fa-

vour of capital expenditure on ac-
count of its high multiplier value.
The burden of adjustment of
this reduction in total expendi-
tures has fallen on development
expenditures. The latter is the sum
of dif on

While the recent changes in the
fiscal rules by the government are
welcome, the continuity of fiscal
consolidation  strategy  brings
about at least two key concerns.

Tv

the social sector and economic
services. The Annual Financial
Statement indicates a reduction in
the BE of the share of develop-
ment expenditures in GDP to 5.7%
in FY27 as compared to 6.1% in
FY26. The reduction in the share
of development expenditures is
largely on account of a similar fall
in the expenditures on rural deve-
lopment and agriculture and allied
activities, the share of which indi-
cates a decline to 1.2% in FY27 as
compared to 1.5% in FY 26. The fall
in rural development expendi-
tures was on account of sharp fall
in the i in the revenue

The first concern relates to stimu-
lus for investments in an uncertain
global economy. The investment-
capital ratio of the corporate sec-
tor in the recent period has re-
mained low in the midst of low glo-
bal demand and exports. The
present fiscal strategy hardly pro-
vides any stimulating role to cor-
porate investments.

The second concern involves
the distribution question in India’s
growth process. The burden of ad-
justment of the fiscal consolida-
tion strategy of the government
has been largely borne by the de-

and agricultural expen-

account of rural employment.

In short, the stimulating posi-
tive effect of the reduction in the
GST and the indirect taxes on de-
mand has been completely nulli-
fied by the adverse demand effect
from the reduction in the agricul-
tural and rural expenditures.

What the new fiscal rule means for growth and spending

AT TSN AaH FTReEw iR aT R AT g §

ditures in the recent period. This
is in contrast to the corporate tax-
GDP ratio, the level of which re-
mains largely the same as the pre-
covid level. While meeting its debt
targets, the present fiscal strategy
has largely bypassed these two

challenges.

Deficit reduction in FY27 is driven largely by cuts in development expenditure, particularly
in the rural and agricultural sectors

R a¥ 27 # arer w7 F3en Fegd: fAew =g A wldr @ 9Ra B, fadvet aefior 3k iy e

)

The direction of fiscal policy is influenced by the nature of fiscal policy rules.
TR SAifel T feem Taredir hfe st i wepfar & genfaa gl 81

The present fiscal policy rule of the Union government is informed by what can be termed as
sound flnance rules, where the government typically aims to meet a given borrowing target.

e TIFR FHT ITHTT TR Afd AITH TS sound flnance rules &gl ST ThdT g, 399
TSR &, ST TR THAR TR Teh T TRerd SURT o1& bl G e ohl AT Ll g

While India has been largely following sound finance rules since the implementation of the
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003, there have been two
modifications since the last year.

Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003 & 1] g1t & §Tg ¥

AR 92 YA W sound finance rules WWWW%,@WWH&@ET@W?%I

First, in contrast to the FRBM Act, where the flscal deflcit-GDP ratio acted as the primary
policy target, it is the debt-GDP ratio which appears as the primary policy target in the new
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policy rule.
ugell, FRBM Act & faudid, Sgl TsehivI a1eT-GDP 371urd Yrafies afifaerd eer ar, aw shfa
forar# 7 debt-GDP ratio JraIffe sfifaerd oer & 7 # fe@ms &ar gl

e Second, the targeted level of debtGDP ratio in the new rule stands at around 50%, which the
government proposes to meet by 2031.

G&T, 1V fT# # debt-GDP ratio T #If&id TR ofaTe7eT 50% &, oI TR 2031 Teh TToed et
T JEATT AT B

e The new rule allows the government to sustain higher debt-GDP ratio as compared to the
level suggested in the FRBM Act (40%).

3T fIIH THR HT FRBM Act (40%) H T ITT TR T JefolT # 31T debt-GDP ratio S=1w
T &1 3ART ST B

e There are at least two implications of the present variant of sound flnance rule for this year's
Budget.

34 aY & ol & ol sound fnance rule & AT TTET & HF & HH o A6 &

o First, since the present level of debt-GDP ratio stands above the targeted level, the
government has aimed to reduce its debt-ratio by reducing the primary deflcits and flscal
deflcits from 0.8% and 4.4% in FY 2026 to 0.7% and 4.3% respectively in FY 2027.

ggell, Y debt-GDP ratio T AT TX dfaTd &R 8 I &, THR o FY 2026 7 0.8% 3R
4.4% T FY 2027 # Ha2M: 0.7% 31X 4.3% do primary deflcits TUT TSN TTC Fl TCTHT
debt-ratio T FeT FT T&T I@T & |

e The flscal consolidation strategy is similar to one pursued since FY 2022.

TSI TH T I0TATT FY 2022 T 31913 ST 8T I0TAIT o TATT g

e Second, the new target of debtGDP ratio has provided greater flscal space to the govemment
as compared to the FRBM Act.

GERT, debt-GDP ratio 3T =12T ¢f&d FRBM Act T Jofll # §ehR s 3118k ITeTehivI T34 Jered
AT &

o While both the primary and the flscal deficits have been reduced for FY27, the magnitude by
which they have been reduced is less severe compared to the period since FY22.

gTeilfeh FY27 & faT primary 3R ISR €1¢ gl=t GV 91T §, oifched FY22 & &g &1 3/afer &t
AT 7 31 shetelr &1 el & €

Meeting the fiscal target
TTPYT 8T Y IToT FIAT

e Any reduction in primary deflcits and flscal deflcits requires the government to reduce its
expenditures as compared to the non-debt receipts.

primary deficits 3 STl €T & FheT it el & fIT TR T non-debt receipts I Jorel
& 3797 T T GTAT TGRTH 81T &

e The Budget Estimate (BE) of FY27 indicates a fall in the government’s share of non-debt
receipts in GDP to 9.3% as compared to 9.5% in FY26.

FY27 & Budget Estimate (BE) ¥ Tehd fAerdT & foh GDP & TR & non-debt receipts T

T&EAT FY26 & 9.5% T JofeT 7 Teehy 9.3% Ig STeam|

e This is largely on account of the fall in the share of indirect taxes and GST, both of which
indicate a decline by 0.3% points in FY27 as compared to FY26.

Ig HEA: indirect taxes I GST & fFwq & fFrae & #ROTE, a7 el 7 FY26 i Jora &
FY27 7 0.3% 371 T ST 7 el AT &

¢ Amid lower non-debt receipts, the reduction in deflcits in FY27 is brought about by a more
than proportionate fall in the share of total expenditure in GDP.
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& non-debt receipts & sTer, FY27 # €1el # T GDP # el o33 & {688 & 37qural 4 31t

fiRTae & HROT oS TS B

e As compared to 13.9% in FY26, the BE of expenditure-GDP ratio indicates a decline in FY27
to 13.6%.

FY26 # 13.9% T Jef=1T &, S3F-GDP 3] & BE & FY27 # 13.6% deh IR &7 vt
[GEGIE

o While the capital expenditure-GDP ratio remains roughly at the same level (3.1%), the
reduction in expenditure ratio is brought about by the reduction in revenue expenditure.

STarfeh GefieTet SAF-GDP 3fe]UTe ST Tl TR (3.1%) TR Sl T§cil 8, &3 equied H v
TET 7T F Feldl § oS TS &

e This trend is similar to the previous years, where the government has aimed to change the
composition of expenditures in favour of capital expenditure on account of its high multiplier
value.

Ig YT TS ant Sl €1 8, STel @R =1 3T multiplier value & SROT &0 AT i Yilard

Y & UeT H Icoll bl e g W &

o The burden of adjustment of this reduction in total expenditures has fallen on development
expenditures.

ol T H $H Heldl & ARSI &I 15T development expenditures W IsT g

e The latter is the sum of government expenditures on the social sector and economic
services.

TE (development expenditures) ATHATIoTR &1 3R RIS A3 I THRT 0T 6T Hol T B

e The Annual Financial Statement indicates a reduction in the BE of the share of development
expenditures in GDP to 5.7% in FY27 as compared to 6.1% in FY26.

Annual Financial Statement & 31JHR GDP # development expenditures & &€& & BE, FY26
& 6.1% 3T ool H FY27 H "eat 5.7% &1 STl 81

e The reduction in the share of development expenditures is largely on account of a similar fall
in the expenditures on rural development and agriculture and allied activities, the share of
which indicates a decline to 1.2% in FY27 as compared to 1.5% in FY 26.

development expenditures & @& & ! H&Id: rural development T agriculture and
allied activities I &I # FAT [TTae & HROT , ToTetent GEAT FY26 & 1.5% i Jorett #
FY27 # gca 1.2% 8lel &1 Hohd ST g

e The fall in rural development expenditures was on account of sharp fall in the expenditures in
the revenue account of rural employment.

rural development =0 # ART@< rural employment & revenue account ¥ &3 H dsT TRIaC
& HROTES|
e In short, the stimulating positive efiect of the reduction in the GST and the indirect taxes on

demand has been completely nulli-fled by the adverse demand efiect from the reduction in the
agricultural and rural expenditures.

TET A, AR 9 GST 3K indirect taxes # FHeldl T FhRIcHS WcATes! TeTd, HY 3 Frreior
Y #H Feldl ¥ 3cdesT ABNIcHS AT FHT GIRT I AE TAssrardT gr aram g1

o While the recent changes in the flscal rules by the government are welcome, the continuity of
flscal consolidation strategy brings about at least two key concerns.

grelifeh TR GaRT AT faT AT 7 giferar Igoa TaRTaARY §, oifthed TR THheT
TUTAITCT ST TR A & ot &Y Y@ RAATT Scteat Al B

Two concerns

2 Riaré
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The flrst concern relates to stimulus for investments in an uncertain global economy.
Tl T e ¥ g # fder & v dicareer & 3T 8

The investment-capital ratio of the corporate sector in the recent period has remained low in
the midst of low global demand and exports.

gTel &Y 39T & e 3G A9 3R [T & g FraRke &7 &7 investment-capital ratio & =T
g3 EI

The present flscal strategy hardly provides any stimulating role to corporate investments.
TAATT TSP I0TAIT AR A2 B NATTRT el H FTHIT g AT g1 T |

The second concern involves the distribution question in India’s growth process.

ga{r f=IaT SR T gefer ufshar # faeror (distribution) & 995 & ST B

The burden of adjustment of the flscal consolidation strategy of the government has been
largely borne by the development and agricultural expenditures in the recent period.

glel T 31T A THR T ASTHINT HHAheT I0TAT & FHATAIST T g7 FEIT: development
3R FN =77 FeRT T

This is in contrast to the corporate tax-GDP ratio, the level of which remains largely the
same as the pre-covid level.

g corporate tax-GDP ratio & fauId &, forderr TR 31fe1ra: pre-covid TR ST &1 ST
RE

While meeting its debt targets, the present flscal strategy has largely bypassed these two challenges.

319+ debt targets &1 N FY §U, TTAT ST VAT A §7 Gl Yeilfcit T FIhY g Toh e el
X e gl

GS Paper lll: S&T,
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From field to screen: the changing landscape of ecology research

8T @ Thier ash: TIRTPATAAY sregaenar &1 agerar uRgea

Waste-to-energy (WtE)
FIX T FoT (WLE)
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From field to screen: the changing
landscape of ecology research

The physical presence of ecologists and biologists in forests is no longer required to conduct fieldwork; the point of knowledge production is now being transformed into in

silico work, which i

arried out through computers and Al systems, it helps produce results faster than long-term field studies, yet crucial challenges remain

Biju Dharmapal:

or centuries, ecology and

biology have been built on

muddy boots, mosquito bites

and long days spent in forests,
wetlands and oceans. Fieldwork was not
just a method; it was an identity. To be an
ecologist meant to be outdoors,
immersed in nature, observing life in its
raw, unpredictable complexity. But the
age of artificial intelligence is quietly —
and decisively — redrawing this
relationship. Today, fieldwork is
increasingly transforming into in silico
work, carried out on computer screens,
powered by algorithms, sensors, and
automated systems.

The shift is neither accidental nor
trivial. It is driven by an unprecedented
explosion of data. More than a billion
natural history specimens have been
digitised globally, many linked with
genetic information. Citizen scientists
upload millions of observations to
platforms such as iNaturalist, while
satellites, drones, camera traps, acoustic
sensors, and environmental DNA
samplers stream data continuously from
land, sea, and air. Al systems now classify
species, track migration, model
distributions, and even predict ecological
futures — which are all tasks that once
demanded years of painstaking field
observations.

Screen ecology
In this context, the romantic ideal of
physically walking through forests to
document biodiversity begins to look
inefficient, even unnecessary. Why trek
through dense jungles, risking logistics,
health and carbon emissions, when
sophisticated robotic cameras can sit
silently for years, capturing images day
and night? Why manually count insects
when Al-enabled camera traps can
identify thousands of species
automatically? And why rely on sporadic
human visits when sensors never sleep?
Robotic and automated systems do
offer clear advantages. They reduce
human disturbance to sensitive habitats.
They can operate in extreme or
inaccessible environments — including the
deep ocean and from amid dense
canopies — and where human presence is
limited or dangerous. They generate
standardised, high-resolution data across
vast spatial and temporal scales,

Robotic and systems generate

gt ion data across vast spatial and temporal scales, something no individual researcher

could ever achieve. SIBOREY SEAN/UNSPLASH

studying flowering times, invasive species
or insect declines increasingly work
indoors, writing code rather than field
notes.

From this perspective, physically going
to a forest can appear almost irrelevant.
Forests today are already saturated with
technologies: camera traps fixed to trees,
microphones recording soundscapes,
drones scanning canopies, satellites
tracking phenology from space. Al does
not merely supplement fieldwork but
replaces large parts of forest, in
effect, comes to the scientist as streams of
data. What matters is not where the
scientist stands but how intelligently she
is able to interpret the data.

Not without discomfort

‘There is also a pragmatic argument.
Modern academic careers reward speed
and publication volume. In silico research
driven by data often produces results
faster than long-term field studies. Ina
competitive environment, spending years
inside a forest may be career-limiting
compared with analysing global datasets

As ecological research enters this
new phase, the challenge is to
ensure that i ico science
remains grounded in ccological
realities, ethical responsibility
and conservation goals

neutral: they reflect how, where, and why
they were collected.

But even these concerns must be
weighed against reality. Ecology, like
physics or genomics, has reached a level
of complexity that demands
specialisation. Not every physicist builds
detectors and not every biologist needs to
chase animals through forests. Expecting
all ecologists to be field naturalists may be
nostalgic rather than rational. As the field
matures, its exponents must consider
division of labour more seriously and
sensitively.

Science, in silico
Moreover, the idea that physical presence
automatically guarantees better

ing is itself i

This does not mean that forests,
wetlands or reefs have become
scientifically irrelevant — only that
scientists no longer need to be physically
present to study them, traversing the
dangers involved in it. The point of
knowledge production has shifted. Nature
is increasingly mediated through
technology and scientific understanding
can now emerge from synthesis rather
than sensory immersion.

The future is in turn not a simple
choice between boots on the ground and
laptops but rather an opportunity to
redefine what ‘fieldwork’ could mean. A
camera trap bolted to a tree is as much a
field instrument as a notebook once was.
A machine-learning model trained on
millions of observations is as much a lens
on nature as a pair of binoculars. In the Al
world, the forest still matters; it’s just that
it no longer demands our constant
physical presence.

And as ecological research enters this
new phase, the challenge is not to mourn
the decline of traditional fieldwork but to
ensure that in silico science remains

from a laptop. The i of science

no could

favour algorithms rather than

ever achieve. In many cases, insisting on
physical presence may add little scientific
value while consuming time and
resources better spent analysing the data.
Indeed, the very idea that ecological
understanding must come from direct
bodily immersion is being challenged.
Some of the most i i i

adventures.

Yet to be sure this transformation is not
without discomfort. Many ecologists
worry about an extinction of experience,
i.e. a gradual loss of direct engagement
with nature that could erode ecological
intuition, contextual understanding and

insights of recent years have emerged
from computer-based analyses rather
than hands-on field studies. Researchers

ethical ibility. They argue that
algorithms trained without deep field
knowledge risk bias and
misinterpretation. Data after all are not

Human observation is limited, subjective,
and intermittent. Robotic cameras don’t
tire, and they don’t forget or notice
selectively.

Al systems can also reveal patterns that
are invisible to the naked eye, uncovering
relationships across scales that fieldwork
alone could never capture. In this sense,
in silico ecology need not be the retreat
from reality that many make it out to be a
way for human researchers to perceive
more.

in ical realities, ethical
responsibility and conservation goals.

‘The mud may be gone from our boots
but the responsibility to understand and
protect the living world remains firmly
under our feet, even if those feet now rest
under a desk.

(Dr. Biju Dharmapalan is Dean,
Academic Affairs, Garden City University,
Bengaluru, and an adjunct faculty member
at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru.
bijudharmapalan@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Fieldwork is increasingly
transforming into in silico
work, carried out on
computer screens, powered
by algorithms, sensors, and
automated systems

v

Robotic and automated
systems reduce human
disturbance to sensitive
habitats. They can operate in
extreme or inaccessible
environments and places
where human presence is
limited or dangerous

v

In silico research driven by
data often produces results
faster than long-term field
studies

v

Many ecologists worry about
an extinction of experience, i.e.
agradual loss of direct
engagement with nature that
could erode ecological
intuition, contextual
understanding and ethical
responsibility. They argue that
algorithms trained without
deep field knowledge risk bias
and misinterpretation

From field to screen: the changing landscape of ecology research

AT ¥ ThIeT da: TIRFEUTAFY rsgaenner &1 agarar aRgey

e Today, fieldwork is increasingly transforming into in silico work, carried out on computer
screens, powered by algorithms, sensors, and automated systems.

TS, Bresas doll & FYeI IR R H daol T 8, Sl g Hhiel 9T fhar Sirar g 3R
Fore faftr, §3dY 39T, T Taaifaa gonferdt garT denford gdr &l

¢ The shiftis neither accidental nor trivial.
I TGTd of ol HTehiEHeR & 3 T 8 Afelt|

e ltis driven by an unprecedented explosion of data.
T ST & IS [IEPIC garT FTfeid &

o More than a billion natural history specimens have been digitised globally, many linked with
genetic information.
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AR TR I o 3R § 3178 wrehfdes sfaera & degt 1 Biorerser frar arn g, St 63
HIARF FFH T T3 E
e Citizen scientists upload millions of observations to platforms such as iNaturalist, while

satellites, drones, camera traps, acoustic sensors, and environmental DNA samplers stream
data continuously from land, sea, and air.

AR dafae am@l gl ColehiAT U TS A &, ST 3YAUE, i, heRT &, eafaieh
T 3R Taoli Soee duer 31fA, F9gg 3R arg ¥ oA SeT ATt & B
o Al systems now classify species, track migration, model distributions, and even predict

ecological futures — which are all tasks that once demanded years of painstaking field
observations.

F 3w g ftrraT yonfat 3ra wenfaat 1 aafienior ic §, Jareet i ¢ el 8, faaror &1 Alse
Forch €, 3R Tet e o wikieufas sifasy & sifasgamoft st e § — 2 @afy F1 uger ast &
T e dcilehall T AT Fd A

Screen ecology

whier aiRfufaehr

¢ In this context, the romantic ideal of physically walking through forests to document
biodiversity begins to look inefficient, even unnecessary.

=g TedT A, Slafafaerar gof e & foIv SieTell & ARG 9 & Tolel T JATTCH S 376TH, TgT

T & 31T i oY oPTaT 8

o Why trek through dense jungles, risking logistics, health and carbon emissions, when
sophisticated robotic cameras can sit silently for years, capturing images day and night?

SIS 3ol d slieeh AR auf deh Joary §& e a3 TR of Fehel 8, Al elifoieesd,
TAELY 3R FTeeT ScHT T SITEH 3SThT Tl SiTell H AT ST ST?

¢ Why manually count insects when Al-enabled camera traps can identify thousands of
species automatically?

ST HTAH FEFAAT WaTH FH7 BT §OIRT ToITIcIA hT TTToId Tgellel Y Hehel 8, Y hist
T grer & =t &t ST

e And why rely on sporadic human visits when sensors never sleep?
AR ST R Fe0 7T A, A FAAAT AT I3 W 47 fFA9R @1 sme?

¢ Robotic and automated systems do offer clear advantages.
Qaeer 3R Ta=nfera yonfat areda & Tase ameT Yeled il &

e They reduce human disturbance to sensitive habitats.
3 HaeTNel 3Mardl & ATI-SIfad AT A HIdT &

e They can operate in extreme or inaccessible environments — including the deep ocean and
from amid dense canopies — and where human presence is limited or dangerous.

d HcIT AT gl A aTATaRUT H SIH T Hehell & — TSTeTa TGN AFRAPR 3R =t gar-oall & o
T 8T A § — ST8T AIa 3ufeafa DfAT 1 W= B &1

e They generate standardised, high-resolution data across vast spatial and temporal scales,
something no individual researcher could ever achieve.

g faerer TuTiaeh AR Hiferen FATT IR AlTehiehd, ITU-RATeGAT ST 3ol Il &, Sl 1S &
Uehol eNeThdl el g1 A&T T HhdT|

e Some of the most influential ecological insights of recent years have emerged from computer-
based analyses rather than hands-on field studies.

BTl & au! 1 $ T Fearariel AR EATceh HAST HTYX IR [I2eIvoll & HHa HS 8, o
o Tezret hies reaa= A

o Researchers studying flowering times, invasive species or insect declines increasingly work
indoors, writing code rather than field notes.
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Qe & HHA, HHIHAT AT AT HICT hT el ST AT Flet dTel AMeThdT T HUFA 37eT
&I FIH I &, 3R Fres Ay i 5o Fis formd B

From this perspective, physically going to a forest can appear almost irrelevant.

3 gfSehIoT &, SieTel 7 AR TG I ST ST IATH TN 9T ool B |

Forests today are already saturated with technologies: camera traps fixed to trees,
microphones recording soundscapes, drones scanning canopies, satellites tracking
phenology from space.

31T STl Tg el & &1 Tehoiteh & 3 Teb §: UST I 8T ST ¢, Eafel-g2al &l Repls &t aTel
HISSHIDBIT, DAl bl Tehel el dlet 31eT, 3R HARET A F]-Ush T ¢oh el dlel 3UIG |

In a competitive environment, spending years inside a forest may be career-limiting compared
with analysing global datasets from a laptop.

wfcreaeft ardreror #, Sierer & e} st fadre duera u dfRae Ser-asg! 1 [a2eior s i
ToleTT H I T WTAT S dTell g1 Fehell &

The incentives of science increasingly favour algorithms rather than adventures.

AT & Mg 319 VAT T I Fele? fAFAAT & g7 & 31 gla ST | &l

Yet to be sure this transformation is not without discomfort.

e off 75 g & T a1 agona 3ragstar & 1R 71T 8

Many ecologists worry about an extinction of experience, i.e. a gradual loss of direct
engagement with nature that could erode ecological intuition, contextual understanding and
ethical responsibility.

&% IR TEATRTae Jregera & oot g1a) ! olent FRITTd &, 3rUTel Tepfcl & AT TegaT S[sia i ¢R-
e & g, St TRl 3aate, @eeterd @asT 3R Afas FFAgT i FASR R FohdT ¢

They argue that algorithms trained without deep field knowledge risk bias and
misinterpretation.

3 deh &d ¢ T e Fies AT & a1 IIATEd helel AT & gaTara 31K Irerd <arear 1 i@

gl
Data after all are not neutral: they reflect how, where, and why they were collected.

INTERSR 31 TCTT AGT 8 d 5 &1 I G2 & 1o 3eg hd, el R FAT Tehd fohaT 1T
But even these concerns must be weighed against reality.
Aferet o1 RT3 1 8t aredfderar & @y dieer grem|

Al systems can also reveal patterns that are invisible to the naked eye, uncovering
relationships across scales that fieldwork alone could never capture.

FIH qefRwar yonfaat 3 Yot 8t 3R X el § St 79T it & s = &, 3k
faffiesr YA 9 O FaET @ISt Tohcll § Tolots 3Thell thiesad dall Tehs wlg! FendT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 9



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

A: Waste-to-energy (WtE)
is a technology to
\ | convert non-recyclable
\ - 4 waste materials into
. usable fuel, typically heat
or electricity. Acommon
method is incineration in
which trash is burned at a high
temperature to boil the water off,
creating steam that turns a turbine to
generate power. Other methods include
gasification, which uses a large quantity
of heat with little oxygen to turn waste
into gas, and anaerobic digestion, where
bacteria break down organic waste to
produce biogas.
The impact of WtE on the environment
involves both benefits and drawbacks
and is a subject of ongoing debate.
Waste reduction facilities can reduce the
volume of waste by around 90%,
significantly extending the life of existing
landfills and reducing the need for new
ones. By diverting organic waste from
landfills, WtE can also prevent the
release of methane, a potent greenhouse
gas, into the atmosphere.
On the flip side, burning waste releases
carbon dioxide and — especially in
poorly controlled environments —
pollutants like dioxins, furans, and heavy
metals. Some contemporary facilities use
advanced scrubbing and filtration
systems to trap these toxins. Critics have

Waste-to-energy (WtE)
FUL ¥ FoT (WLE)

Aview of a waste-to-energy plant at Bidadi, near
Bengaluru. RAVICHANDRAN N.

also argued that WtE may discourage
more sustainable practices like recycling
and composting by creating a constant
demand for trash.

India currently has at least 21 WtE plants
in operation and 133 biogas facilities.
The plants come under the purview of
the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026,
which mandate waste segregation and
encourage refuse-derived fuel (RDF) in
order to reduce the burden on landfills.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

e Waste-to-energy (W1E) is a technology to convert non-recyclable waste materials into

usable fuel, typically heat or electricity.

FA U Foll T U dAohellah ¢ o I-GeTeshor A9 FeT A 1 39T S8 H Tl &,

3TAAR 9T FsAT I7 fasrelt|

e A common method is incineration in which trash is burned at a high temperature to boil the
water off, creating steam that turns a turbine to generate power.
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Ueh AT AT gget § TEs R il 3T dHAT W AR Tt 3aTell ST &, Torad 9
T § S AT GATERT fatelr daT el §1

Other methods include gasification, which uses a large quantity of heat with little oxygen to
turn waste into gas, and anaerobic digestion, where bacteria break down organic waste to
produce biogas.

3= fafert # ddieor enfie &, Ta# & 3iete & a1 3fte FSAT 1 3TART Hlch Hak
1 I 7 TG AT &, AT HAREART e forae Share] Sifde Fer i disa TR Jard
gl

The impact of WtE on the environment involves both benefits and drawbacks and is a subject
of ongoing debate.

TATEROT TR WHE T Fe7Td o1t 3R gifel et & S[37 § 31K Ig o 989 &7 fawg g

Waste reduction facilities can reduce the volume of waste by around 90%, significantly
extending the life of existing landfills and reducing the need for new ones.

eI TCTe aTell GIAUTE e 3 HTAT Y STHT 90% cTeh o T Hehell &, Torad FHiolal oisTthel
T 3T 1T Taclt § 3R AT elsfher T ST Ted &1

By diverting organic waste from landfills, WtE can also prevent the release of methane, a
potent greenhouse gas, into the atmosphere.

Sisfthel & Sifdeh eRT gernt WHE et SIET arfeimell dii-Te3d 3 & argHs e # 3cdoie
Ah ThT B

On the flip side, burming waste releases carbon dioxide and — especially in poorly controlled
environments — pollutants like dioxins, furans, and heavy metals.

ol 3R, FHI ST H FIE STBIHFASS fAehordl & N AT FAAR FIF0T arer ararawor
7 ST 3ITFET, T 3N A 4T S8 eue o foshor B

Some contemporary facilities use advanced scrubbing and filtration systems to trap these
toxins.

o Ay GRAUT g1 Ao deal 1 vese & faw 3eeta Tnfaer 3R fredes yonfaat 3ot
AT g

Critics have also argued that WtE may discourage more sustainable practices like recycling
and composting by creating a constant demand for trash.

et o Ig 8 e o & fa WHE e T Tole #HTeT sieiTeht Geraighor 31X Feafedar sl
3T fehra g3t i galcaTied < TohdT &
India currently has at least 21 W{E plants in operation and 133 biogas facilities.

HRT A IAA H el T HH 21 WHE §I7 Farelet # § 31K 133 srabite glawnd g

The plants come under the purview of the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026, which
mandate waste segregation and encourage refuse-derived fuel (RDF) in order to reduce
the burden on landfills.

T FIF S qfAse gaereT fAgar 2026 & 3T 317 &, ST Fe’T GUFHIOT 1 A I &
HR SAsfthel 9T ST HF HXe g FR ¥ fafdia $uer (RDF) 1 wicanfea e &1
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